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TOP TEN REAL 
ESTATE DEALS

The Fess Parker Estate sits on nearly a half-acre 

of open lawn in the coveted Indian Canyons 

neighborhood of Palm Springs, Cali. It is sur-

rounded by a massive hedge and complemented 

by 39 palm trees and two olive trees.
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The palm tree-lined pool has views of the San 

Jacinto Mountains. 

Pioneer actor’s
Palm Springs home

is thoroughly
mid-century modern

TOPTENREALESTATEDEALS.COM

Before “Th e Mickey Mouse Club,” Th e 
Beatles and Farah Fawcett, actor Fess 
Parker’s role as a real-life frontiersman 
in Walt Disney’s “Davy Crockett” televi-
sion series was the fi rst big media star for 
baby boomers. Kids from LA to Boston 
were glued to their parents’ TV screens 
in 1954 when Disney brought the histor-
ical fi gure to life, which led to $300 mil-
lion in Davy Crockett coonskin cap sales. 
Th e iconic hats and the show’s title song 
“Th e Ballad of Davy Crockett” would be 
features at Disneyland for decades, with 
rebroadcasts and DVD re-releases of the 
series continuing until 2015. Mr. Parker 
would keep the coonskin cap craze going 
for years with his portrayal of another 
famous frontiersman in NBC’s “Daniel 
Boone” from 1964-1970. He played nu-
merous cowboy roles and was named a 
Disney Legend in 1991. Aft er his acting 
career, the Texas native founded Fess 
Parker Family Winery and Vineyards, 
known for its coonskin cap logo. 

He died in 2010 and is buried beneath 
a headstone sporting an inscription of his 
signature headwear. 

Th e actor’s Palm Springs home, known 
as the Fess Parker Estate, has been list-
ed for $1.975 million. In the coveted 
Indian Canyons neighborhood, the 
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Local orchid expert has three species named for himLocal orrcchhiidd eexxppeerrtt hhhaaass tthhrreeee ssppeecciiieeesss nnaaammeeedd ffoorr hhiimmm

NAME
WHAT’S in a

ABOVE and LEFT: Former Naples Orchid Society President Dick Pippen has 

several orchids named for him, including this beautiful Lesueurara Dick 

Pippen’s SunCoast. This orchid hybrid was originated by Florida SunCoast 

Orchids in 2013 and is a cross of Bct. Little Mermaid x E. Lorraine Smith.

SEE ORCHIDS, A30 ⊲

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Florida Weekly Correspondent

f you have a question about orchids, 
Dick Pippen is the person to ask.

A retired biological sciences and botany pro-
fessor, Mr. Pippen served as president of the 
Naples Orchid Society for seven years, chaired 
the club’s annual orchid show and teaches its 
upcoming class about the fundamentals of or-
chids.

Th ere are even three orchid species named for him, in-
cluding Lesueurara Dick Pippen’s SunCoast Lemon Yum-
Yum.

Yet it wasn’t until he moved to Naples from Michigan in 
2004 that he started growing orchids, at one time having 
more than 700 plants and now caring for a more modest 
400 that sit around his lanai.

“I was interested in orchids but couldn’t grow them well 
up north,” Mr. Pippen says. “Th ey’re exotic and an exciting 
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group of plants. Th ere are so many that 
grow well in Florida.”

He started out by attending Naples Or-
chid Society meetings. “I was trepidatious 
about growing orchids, but I tried it and it 
was easy.” He says learning from speakers 
at the monthly meetings is helpful, as is 
getting tips from other members. 

Like many orchid owners, he initially 
collected plants with the showiest and 
largest fl owers, primarily with a laven-
der or pink hue. One of his favorites is 
the Toshie Aoki that has fi ve-inch yellow 
fl owers with a reddish edge. 

Now, he says, he’s more interested in 
miniature orchids with tiny fl owers that 
are orange or yellow. Th ey take up less 
space and, he says, they’re diff erent.

Mr. Pippen prefers to buy his orchids at 
shows rather than online. “Growers have 
variety and reliability,” he says. “Th ey’re 
the ones who grow and sell the plant, so 
it’s logical to get plants from them.”

With hundreds of plants, something is 
always in bloom among Mr. Pippen’s col-
lection. Getting them to fl ower, he says, 
is a matter of “good water, good fertilizer 
and good weather.” 

He shares his advice during the club’s 
annual culture class that is held for three 
hours on six Saturdays starting in March. 
“We talk about what makes an orchid an 
orchid, what all the names mean, pests 
and diseases, and how to grow orchids.” 
Participants receive a handbook and fi ve 
free plants.

Mr. Pippen says he enjoys taking pho-
tos of his blooming fl owers almost as 
much as growing them. He is also happy 
that people can buy an orchid named for 
him.

“It’s been fun when the plants have 
been available at shows,” he says. “A lot of 
my friends have bought one because it’s 
named for me.” ■

Beauty – and deals – abound at annual orchid show and sale
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Hundreds of orchids will be on display 
and for sale during the Naples Orchid 
Society’s annual show taking place Fri-
day-Sunday, Feb. 24-26 at Naples Botan-
ical Garden. 

More than 7,000 people attended last 
year, according to event chair Jim Raw-
son, whose father, Del Rawson, won best 
in show around 2004.

“People come to see the orchids be-
cause they’re beautiful,” Mr. Rawson says. 
“Th ey also come to get the deals.”

Vendors selling orchids and orchid 
supplies include Bredren Orchids, Krull-
Smith Orchids, Mac’s Orchids, Odom’s 
Orchids, Springwater Orchids, Bactra 
Orchid Benches and OFE Orchids & 
Supplies.

“Th e vendors come from around Flor-
ida and all have something diff erent to 
off er,” Mr. Rawson says. “Th ey sell more 
exotic orchids, things you wouldn’t even 
think about putting in a tree around your 
house.” Th e growers bring a wide variety 
of healthy plants and take the time to ex-
plain how to care for each species, such 
as its need for water, light and fertilizer, 
he adds.

“You can buy orchids at a store, but 
here you get to delve a little bit more into 
the history of the plant, its heritage and 
its culture,” Mr. Rawson says.

The show typically attracts about 250 

entries from around 125 people. Mr. 
Rawson expects higher numbers this 
year because Naples Orchid Society is 
including members of the Gulf Coast 
Orchid Alliance and the Southwest 
Florida Orchid Society. American Or-

chid Society judges will select the win-
ners, who are following a Mardi Gras 
theme this year.

“People show a lot of ingenuity,” Mr. 
Rawson says of the cut fl ower, tabletop 
and fl oor-size artistic displays. ■
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Breden Orchids created this “Garden of Giverny” for last year’s Naples Orchid Society Show and Sale.
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Naples Orchid Society
» www.naplesorchidsociety.org

» Monthly meetings held 7:30 p.m. on 

1st Thursdays at Moorings Presbyterian 

Church, 791 Harbour Drive

Orchid Show and Sale
» When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday-Sunday, 

Feb. 24-26. Sales open at 9 a.m. Friday; 

show opens at noon that day.

» Where: Naples Botanical Garden, 4820 

Bayshore Drive

» Cost: Included with garden admission 

of $25 for adults and $10 for ages 4-17. 

Free to members of Naples Orchid Society, 

Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance and Southwest 

Florida Orchid Society.

Culture class 
» Dick Pippen’s class about the fundamen-

tals of orchids starts Saturday, March 4, 

at Naples Botanical Garden. Sessions are 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for six Satur-

days. Registration and payment in advance 

required at www.naplesorchidsociety.org.

Another orchid show
» If you can’t attend the Naples Orchid 

Society show, or want to see and buy 

more orchids, mark your calendar for the 

Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance show and sale 

Friday-Sunday, March 24-26, at North 

Collier Regional Park. Learn more at www.

gulfcoastorchidalliance.org.

In the KNOWKNOW
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ABOVE: Dick Pippen grows more than 400 orchids on his lanai, where something 

is always  in bloom. AT TOP FROM LEFT: Cattleya lueddemanniana, Potinara Roy’s 

Magic and Oncidium maculatum. AT RIGHT: Bepi. Memoria Carl Chenoweth.
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