
                                                                                            NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY 
ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW REGULATIONS 

Revised December 11, 2024 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

1. Hobbyist Orchid Growers who are members of the Naples Orchid Society or members of Gulf Coast Orchid 
Alliance. 

2. All Commercial Orchid Vendors who are invited to be participants in the Show. 
3. Other Exhibitors not included above, subject to availability and Naples Orchid Society approval. 

 
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. All Plants and exhibits to be entered must be registered by completing a GREEN TAG  and submitting it to 
the Registrar for verification.  Registration will be from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the day of registration.  
ABSOLUTELY NO ENTRIES AFTER 5:00 P.M. 

2. All entries will have a Show Location Code determined by the Registrar. 
3. All entries must be clean, disease-free, and include all required signage at the time of registration. 

 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. There will be both perimeter and roving security provided by the property owner.  However, neither NOS, 
GCOA nor the venue owner will be responsible for damage, loss or theft. 

2. All entries shall be removed starting at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the Show. 
3. Diseased, virused or insect infested plants will not be exhibited and must be removed by the exhibitor 

immediately upon request.  The Show Committee shall make a determination of the health and suitability of 
any entry, which shall be final. 

4. Any plant or flower previously exhibited at a prior AOS judging show or event will not be considered for AOS 
awards on the same inflorescence. 

5. Any eligible plant or exhibit may be considered for AOS awards by the AOS judges.  All persons entering 
plants in the Show, either in exhibits or in individual plant entries, understand they are financially 
responsible if they receive an AOS award and that they must pay for such awards directly to the American 
Orchid Society. 

6. Plants owned by commercial growers may not be entered or used for ribbon judging or trophies designated 
for Hobby Growers, but may be entered for AOS judging. 

7. To be eligible for ribbon and award judging, all plants on the individual plant tables or in a hobby exhibit must 
be registered with a completed Green Tag.   In the case of borrowed plants in Table Top Exhibits (Small 
Table Top-ST, Large Table top-LT) and in Container Exhibits (Small Container-SC, Large Container-LC) 
individual plant awards won, if any, must go to the eligible owner of the individual plant. 

8. Plants used in Table Top Exhibits (Small Table Top-ST, Large Table Top- LT) or Container Exhibits (Small 
Container-SC, Large Container-LC) may be borrowed or purchased for the exhibit.  If plants are newly 
purchased or owned for less than six months, they may NOT be entered for Show Hobby awards; but may be 
used in the exhibit.  These plants may be selected for AOS awards.  

9. Table Top Exhibits (Small Table Top-ST, Large Table Top-LT), Container Exhibits (Small Container-SC, 
Large Container-LC) and Cut Flower Exhibits MUST BE NAMED.  Please submit Exhibit Name on the Green 
Tag to the Registrar by the registration deadline.  Placard Cards supplied by Exhibitor will be placed next 
to the Green Registration Cards. 

10. Plants used in Table Top Exhibits (Small Table Top-ST, Large Table Top-LT) or in Container Exhibits (Small 
Container-SC, Large Container-LC) must display a tag indicating the registered name or the plant 
parentage for every orchid.  This is in addition to the Green Tag displaying the name of the exhibit.  In order to 
be eligible for Hobby Awards, an owner or exhibitor who wishes to register an orchid from within the Table 
Top or Container Exhibit, must fill out a Green Tag registration card for each plant. 



11. All individual orchids registered will be eligible for Show Awards. 
12. Wood, stone, metal, ceramic and glass accessories, and small battery powered electric lights contained 

within the exhibit (those are lights powered by batteries that would typically be found in a watch or hearing 
aid or 9-volt, AAA, AA, A, C, or D only) are permitted. 

13. The following materials are not permitted in Table-Top Exhibits (Small Table Top-ST, Large Table Top-LT) or 
Container Exhibits (Small Container-SC, Large Container-LC):  cut flowers, cut foliage, artificial or dyed 
plant material, water displays, flowering plants other than orchids, electric lights, or cut foliage.   

14. Conversely, ONLY cut orchid flowers, inflorescences or foliage are permitted in Cut Flower Arrangements.  
No rooted materials are allowed. 

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR HOBBY TABLE EXHIBITS –  ST (Small Table Top) and LT (Large Table Top) 
 

1. The Society/Venue will furnish tables and background with 40” x 40” platforms. 
2. Table Top Exhibits (ST and LT) may be constructed onsite at the venue.  However, the exhibit must be 

completed and the Green Tag with Exhibit Name must be submitted to the Registrar by 5:00 p.m. 
3. Size Categories: 

- Small Table Top (ST)  Maximum 24 x wide x 24” deep.  Please use your discretion relating to the height.  
Accessories may not extend beyond these dimensions but plant parts, such as inflorescences, may 
exceed size restrictions, but may not extend into the next exhibit. 

- Large Table Top (LT) Maximum 40” wide x 40” deep.  Please use your discretion relating to the height. 
Accessories may not extend beyond these dimensions but plant parts, such as inflorescences, may 
exceed size restrictions, but may not extend into the next exhibit. 

4. Society will not furnish foliage plants or moss for use in displays. 
5. Plants used in Hobby Table Top Exhibits (ST, LT) may be borrowed or purchased for the exhibit.  If plants are 

newly purchased or owned for less than six months, they may NOT be entered for Show Hobby awards; but 
may be used in the exhibit.  These plants may be selected for AOS awards.  

6. Plants used in Table Top Exhibits (ST, LT) must display a small tag for every orchid indicating the registered 
name or the plant parentage.  If the plant is being registered for ribbon or award judging, a Green Tag must 
also be completed and submitted to the Registrar by 5:00 p.m.  This is in addition to the Green Tag 
displaying the name of exhibit.  

 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR HOBBY CONTAINER EXHIBITS-SC (Small Container) and LC (Large Container) 
 

1. Exhibit Class SC and LC Container Exhibits must be completed when presented for registration, by the 
registration deadline of 5:00 p.m. 

2. Exhibitors must furnish their own containers. 
3. Size Categories: 

- Small Container (SC) Maximum 14 x wide by 14” long. Please use your discretion relating to the height.  
Container and plant material may not extend beyond these dimensions.  The exhibit must contain at 
least three individual orchid plants with name tags attached. 

- Large Container (LC) Maximum 20” wide x 20” long. Please use your discretion relating to the height. 
Container and plant material may not extend beyond these dimensions.  The exhibit must contain at 
least five individual orchid plants with name tags attached. 

4. Plants used in Hobby  Container Exhibits (SC, LC) may be borrowed or purchased for the exhibit.  If plants 
are newly purchased or owned for less than six months, they may NOT be entered for Show Hobby awards, 
but may be used in the exhibit.  These plants may be selected for AOS awards. 

5. Plants used in Hobby Container Exhibits (SC, LC) must display a small tag indicating the registered name or 
the plant parentage for every orchid.  This is in addition to the Green Tag displaying the name of exhibit.   

 
 
 



 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ORCHID CUT FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS 
 

1. There are three categories of Orchid Cut Flower Arrangements. 
A-1 Arrangements with one single orchid flower (any genus; an example would be a single Cattleya 

flower) 
A-2 Arrangements with multiple orchid flowers from a single plant (any genus; an example would be 

a stem of Phalaenopsis) 
A-3 Arrangements with multiple orchid flowers from multiple genera (any genus; these could include 

mixed genera, mixed colors from the same genus, etc.) 
2. Arrangements shall be a maximum of 14” wide x 14” long.   
3. Fresh cut orchids are the only flowers permitted.  All flowers shall be provided with water vials or wet foam 

to assure quality throughout the Show. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS 
 
Educational Exhibits should focus on orchids, for example: a type of orchid, growing techniques, orchids of a 
specific region, or conservation efforts. 
 
SUGGESTIONS: 
 
Most educational exhibits are created on 30” high foam trifold presentation boards.  The topic of the exhibit should 
not be too broad but focus on a particular subject.  Normally, a combination of photographs and written 
explanations are used.  These are often mounted on a colored background.  Explanations should be typed and 
large enough to be read at a distance.  Keep the explanations simple, more pictures and less writing.  Props and 
table top accessories may also be used.  Total dimensions of the Exhibit should not exceed 48” high or 48” wide.  
The exhibitor’s name should not be visible until after judging. 
 
The following scale will be used for evaluating Educational Exhibits: 
 
Educational Value     25 Points 
Effectiveness of presentation    25 Points 
Clarity of labeling explanation    25 Points 
Appropriateness and Attractiveness of staging 15 Points 
Originality      10 Points 
Total Points      100 Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


