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Cover Worthy! 
 

 

 

Next Board of Directors Meeting  
Date: April 7, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 

See page 5 for details 
All Current Members are Welcome to Attend 

Lnt. Dulatiaca ‘Lava Flow’ 

Ann Marie Fox 

The Naples Orchid Society is a non-profit organization, devoted to the promotion of, interest in, and the appreciation of orchids and 
the preservation of our native orchids.  It is also our aim to disseminate information pertaining to their culture and hybridization. 

 

NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY      P.O. Box 7998     Naples FL    34101 
www.NaplesOrchidSociety.org 

 

 

   ALSO PLEASE CHECKOUT OUR NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President:  Richard Davenport 
davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors: B.C. Loki, Karen Davenport, Marie Harris, Kris Morton, Marilyn Moser, and Linda Van Blerkom 

Submit articles for the Newsletter by the 15th of each month to NOSNews@Naplesorchidsociety.org 

Next Monthly Meeting 

Thursday April 9, 2026 
Moorings Presbyterian Church - Moss Hall 

 

 

Plant Registration: 6:00 – 6:40 PM                      
Plant Voting:   6:40 – 7:00 PM 

Program Starts:   7:00 PM 
 

            Orchid Doctor starts at 6:00 PM 

Rae Jean Walker—SPECIAL Topic: “I Joined 

NOS, Now What?: How to Make the Most of 

The Opportunities Offered”  

Please note: When attending Orchid Doctor 

sessions and bringing infested or diseased plants  

that you want to discuss, please place a sample in 

a sealed Ziploc bag to bring to the meeting. 

 
 

 

Featured Presenter – Rafael 

Romero, Plantio La Orquídea 

Topic -”Brassavola Hybrids”                                      
See page 3 for details 

 
 

Use the QR code above using your mobil phone camera to check out our Naples Orchid Society website! 

http://www.naplesorchidsociety.org/
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President’s Letter  
April 2026  
Richard Davenport  
President, Naples Orchid Society, Inc.  
Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com  

 
Greetings to all Orchid Lovers!  

 
Our Dr. Richard Pippen Orchid Culture Series, lovingly nicknamed “Orchid University 101,” is being held this 

year at the Forest Glen Golf Club.  We have 34 students this year.  Many are new to both orchids and NOS 

membership.  The facility was graciously offered to us by Forest Glen gratis.  Our attendees are very alert 

and ask the darndest questions!   

  

Spring in Southwest Florida arrived last week and is already gone. The South 

Florida dry season is in full force with higher evening and daytime 

temperatures, coupled with infrequent rain.  Perfect weather for prolific growth of 

the Thrips household.  These little gnat-sized critters can cause a lot of bud blast on 

new inflorescences, killing or deforming the new flowers.  They can 

also transmit orchid viruses, diseases and bacterial rots from one plant to the next in 

short order.  What to do?  For smaller collections, a spray bottle of isopropyl alcohol 

and cotton swabs will work if you are diligent and look at your plants carefully every 

morning.   
 
Alcohol is a contact insecticide. Larger collections require spraying with topical or 

systemic insecticides.  Follow the container instructions.  Do not increase the 

concentrations prescribed. More is not better, as too strong a mix can damage or kill 

plants. Alternate use of two or more different insecticides 7-8 days apart to assure killing both the parent 

bugs and their numerous offspring.  Wear protective clothing, a face mask with goggles, a hat and gloves.  Turn 

off your fans before spraying. Adjust your sprayer for small droplets, not a mist, to reduce inhalation and skin 

exposure risks plus better saturation of the spray down into the potting media where little 

critters sometimes hide.  Turn your fans back on when spraying is completed.  Wash both yourself 

and your clothes quickly.  

 
More bad news.  It is lubber grasshopper season again. The pictures show both immature 

nymphs and “teenagers” plus full-grown (3+”) adults.  They grow very fast and eat a lot 

to assist that growth. Our smelly insecticide friends Orthene, Malathion 

or BioAdvanced Complete Insect Killer (active ingredient cyfluthrin) will kill the smaller 

nymphs up to about ¼ to 3/8th inch long. Larger nymphs and adults require stomping as 

they seem immune to all the insecticides we have tried.    

  

Many NOS members entered plants and exhibits or just attended the recent Gulf Coast 

Orchid Alliance orchid show themed as “Orchid Jungle” at North Collier Regional 

Park.  We enjoyed the show and managed to buy just a few more orchids…  Every show 

offers the opportunity to learn more about orchid culture from vendors and members of 

other orchid clubs.    

  

Remember, our April NOS meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 9, 2026, as the usual meeting room at the 

church is not available on the first Thursday in April so be sure to make a note of this date change.  Our 

speaker will be Rafael Romero of Plantio La Orquidea.  He will discuss Brassavola hybrids and their 

culture. Brassavolas are ideal plants for South Florida climatic conditions.  They can bloom profusely with long 

lasting fragrant flowers.   

  

See you there!  

 

Richard Davenport  

President   

mailto:Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com
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LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES 
March 5, 2026 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES! 
 

FEATURED PRESENTER: Rafael Romero, Plantio La 

                                       Orquídea, Sarasota, FL.                                                
 
 

 

   

 

A native of Caracas, Venezuela, Rafael 

Romero’s journey in the orchid world is rooted 

in a rich family legacy. After earning his 

degree in biology from Universidad Simon 

Bolivar in 1984, he began working in 1986 

alongside his wife and father-in-law, Henrique 

Graf, at what was then the largest orchid 

nursery in Venezuela. This foundational 

experience in a tropical climate shaped 

Rafael’s deep understanding of species that 

don't just survive heat but thrive in it. 

In 2003, Rafael brought his expertise to the 

United States, opening Plantio La Orquídea 

American species and the modern American 

orchid collection. 

 

 in Sarasota, Florida. While his knowledge spans a vast array of genera, he has 

become especially renowned for his work with Brassavola hybrids. Rafael is a 

champion of warm-growing orchids, and his lectures on Brassavola—specifically the 

influence of Brassavola nodosa (the "Lady of the Night")—are staples at orchid 

societies across the state. 

Rafael’s breeding program focuses on bringing the resilience and night-fragrance of 

Brassavola into complex Cattleya hybrids. His mission is to produce plants that are 

essentially "bulletproof" for the Florida hobbyist, offering the spectacular beauty of 

an award-quality orchid with the rugged endurance required for our Florida climate. 

 

 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

A huge THANK YOU to all who volunteered and worked on our annual 
show, "Orchid Rodeo”.  We appreciate your hard work and effort in 

making the show the tremendous success that it was! 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-March-5-2026.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER                                                                  

Our membership as of March 20, 2026 is 221 members. Make sure to give a warm welcome to 

Loretta Patrignoni and Cynthia Dohm! 

Individual Memberships: $45                  Joint Memberships: $70  

 

OUR NOS MEMBERSHIP CONTACTS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

Arlene Cluff, Co-Membership Chair Email: arlenecluff45@gmail.com Phone: 239-641-9316 

Debbie Goldman, Co-Membership Chair Email: lax18@msn.com Phone: 410-596-3869 

 
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY FOOD ORGANIZERS 
 

MARCH MONTHLY MEETING FOOD ORGANIZERS - Thank you to all of 

our members who brought a large variety of food goods to our March meeting, 
including Karen Davenport, Donna Bliznak, Rae Jean Walker, Patty McCullough, 

Loretta Patrignoni, Mary Lane, Valerie Rooney, Kathryn Romine, Marie Harris, Nancy 
Torricella, Tamara Allen, Kristina Clinton, Mary Southall, Marija Rosenfeld, Janelle 

Criscione, and Jacki Dixon!     
. 

  

Our very own Rae Jean Walker was a featured speaker for the 

University of Florida IFAS Extension of Collier County’s 

Educational Garden Workshop Series hosted at the Collier 

South Regional Library, where she presented on the topic of 

mounting of orchids and the best practices involved in mounting 

orchids. Her original lecture, titled “Mounting Orchids: What, 

How, Where, When and The Sun” touched on all aspects of 

successful orchid mounting and was, unsurprisingly, very well 

received by her eager audience! Also, make sure to 

congratulate Rae Jean on the performance of her Dendrobium 

speciosum at the Naples Flower Show—a true showstopper! 

 

EDUCATION OUTREACH CORNER 

 

 

 

 
 

SUBMIT YOUR 2027 SHOW THEMES NOW! 
Got a vision for our 2027 Orchid Show? We want to hear it! We’re officially scouting for 
our next big theme through the month of April, and the winning idea earns its creator a 

$50 prize and bragging rights! 
 

Please send suggestions to Marie Harris at mharris@naplesproperties.com 

mailto:arlenecluff45@gmail.com
mailto:lax18@msn.com
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Board of Directors Meeting for April 2026 
Next Meeting Date: April 7, 2026 

All Current Members are Welcome 
Time: 6:00 pm 

Forest Glen Golf and Country Club 
Naples, FL 34114 (at the Clubhouse) 

 
This meeting will be held at Forest Glen Golf and Country Club and requires gate 

notification—if you are interested in attending this meeting, please contact 
 Rae Jean Walker at 815-791-2140. 

 

Click HERE to view the Board of Directors Meeting Minutes for March  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Please mark your calendar so you don’t miss 
any of these excellent programs! 

 

√ Thursday, April 9 – SPEAKER: Rafael Romero, 

Plantio La Orquidea, “Brassavola Hybrids” 

 

√ Thursday, May 7 - SPEAKERS:  Ti and Henry, Florida 

Orchid House “Soft Cane Dendrobiums” 

 

√ Thursday, June 4, SPEAKER:  Jim Roberts, Florida 

Suncoast Orchids, “Summertime, and the Growin’ Is 

Easy" 

    

√ Thursday, July 2 - "The Orchid Shuffle”: Multiple 
roundtable presentations on various topics.  Start at 

one and then rotate to another.  Presenters will be our 

very own NOS experts! 
 
 

                

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Board-Meeting-Minutes-March-3-20261.pdf
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YOUR AOS REP 
Kris Morton 

kwmehm@comcast.net 

AOS CORNER 
From your AOS Representative Kris Morton 

 

From Alex Rodriguez, our Affiliated Societies Committee Representative: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
  

   
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AOS WEBINARS 
 

The AOS website has a timeless collection of recorded webinars, from 

hobbyists, expert growers, AOS judges, conservationists & more.  Some 

are available to members only, but the Greenhouse Chats may be 

viewed by anyone.  They are indexed by topic for future viewing, with 

topics like Species & Hybrids, Pests & Diseases, Culture, Judging, 

Greenhouse Chats, and more.  You can find them on the AOS website: 

                        http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

 
 

  

Learn about the Orchid Conservation Alliance and information regarding OCA 

Orchids in the Wild Eco Tours for 2026 by clicking HERE! 

 

Please remember to include the Affiliated Societies Committee 

(affiliated_societies@aos.org) to your newsletter distribution—we would love to know 
what you are doing! Help us help everyone by sending us your great ideas, recurring 

problems and even your blunders—we all need that little bit of inspiration in our orchid 
journey. If you have something to share, or there’s something you would like to read 

about, please let us know! The AOS Corner is for society representatives and 
newsletter editors. Orchid societies are welcome to reproduce the AOS Corner 

completely, or in part, in their society publications. We encourage use of the AOS 
website by all members! 

 

SHARE YOUR IDEAS, STORIES, AND YOUR GREAT IDEAS! 
Has your Society created ways to keep members engaged and coming back for more? 

Do you have a fun fact you would like us to share? We would love to hear from you! 
YOUR BLUNDERS: Do you have a recurring problem? Share your mishaps, as well—

your lessons can help others avoid similar mistakes! Please send us your stories to 
arod@aos.org. If you’d prefer your story to remain anonymous, we will be more than 

happy to keep it so. AFFILIATED SOCIETIES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP: The Affiliated 
Societies Committee is looking for team members! Help us continue to build 

relationships and resources for American Orchid Society Affiliates—please send an 
email to arod@aos.org if you are interested in joining us virtually at our April Meeting! 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS
https://orchidconservationalliance.org/ecotours/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

April 3-5, 2026: Flamingo Gardens Orchid Society Orchid and Bromeliad Show, 

Flamingo Gardens, Davie,FL; Contact: lucylodato@aol.com. 
 

April 8-11, 2026: AOS 2026 Spring Conference, Krull-Smith Nursery, Apopka, FL; 
www.krullsmith.com. 

 
April 10-12, 2026: Apopka International Spring Orchid Festival, Krull-Smith 

Nursery,Apopka, FL; www.Krullsmith.com. 
 

April 11-12, 2026: Bonnet House Orchid Festival, Bonnet House Museum & 
Gardens, Ft. Lauderdale, FL; https://www.bonnethouse.org/ 

 
April 11-12, 2026: Port St. Lucie Orchid Society’s “Orchids & Ladybugs Harmony 

in Nature,” Port St. Lucie, FL; Contact: tazzette55@gmail.com. 

 
April 25-26, 2026: Vero Beach Orchid Society’s “Art of Orchids,” Vero Beach, FL; 

Contact: Deborah.g.ford@protonmail.com. 
 

May 1-3, 2026: Rare Plant Festival, Miami-Dade Expo Center, Miami, FL; info: 
https://www.rareplantfestival.com. 

 
Visit your local Orchid Shows... Don’t know where they are? Visit AOS.org Event 

Calendar at: https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar 
 

The West Palm Beach Judging Center of The American Orchid Society meets every 
4th Saturday (with 3rd Saturdays in November & December) at Flamingo Gardens 

Botanical Gardens & Wildlife Sanctuary, 3750 S Flamingo Rd, Davie, FL 33330. 
Education session starts at 12:30 PM with judging beginning at 

2 PM. Click HERE to explore WPBJC’s website! 

 

 

TASKS FOR MARCH 

From Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month by Martin Motes, PhD 

• Full speed ahead with re-potting. 

• Water heavily and well. 

• Do not forget to fertilize. 

• Spray for mites and thrips. 
 
 

 Subscribe to Martin Motes’ “Progress of the Season” monthly orchid newsletter 
by  clicking HERE! 

 
 

mailto:lucylodato@aol.com
http://www.krullsmith.com/
http://www.krullsmith.com/
https://www.bonnethouse.org/
mailto:tazzette55@gmail.com
mailto:Deborah.g.ford@protonmail.com
https://www.rareplantfestival.com/
https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar
https://www.wpbjc.org/
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001pNRQhF_J28fcDo2zW_7F1g==
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NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY SPONSORS 
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

Do you have a blooming orchid in your 

collection? Please send us your orchid 

photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to: BCLbiz@outlook.com  

What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 
 

 Dendrobium anosmum           

Val Rooney   
Rlc. Hawaiian Prominence 

‘America’                           

Karen Davenport   

 Dendrobium faciferum              

Marilyn Moser   

 Dendrobium lindleyii                

Karen Davenport   

 Dendrobium Fairy Moon                

Marilyn Moser   

 

 Dendrobium nobile                 

Val Rooney   

mailto:BCLbiz@outlook.com
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

Do you have a blooming orchid in your 

collection? Please send us your orchid 

photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to: BCLbiz@outlook.com  

What Else Is Blooming in My Collection? 

  

  

 Phalaenopsis                         

Val Rooney  

 Ctt. Fire Dance                          

Karen Davenport   

 Ctt. Gold Digger                  

Karen Davenport   

Vnra. Jairak Kiss                                   

Marilyn Moser   

 Rth. Bouton D’Or                                                

Karen Davenport   

mailto:BCLbiz@outlook.com
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Large Cattleyas 
First Place: Rlc. Mori Akatsuka ‘Volcano Queen’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
Second Place: Rlc. Hawaiian Prominence 

‘America’ 
Owner: Kathryn Romine 

Third Place: Rth. Bouton D’or 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

Small Cattleyas 
First Place: Rth. Young-Min Gold 

Owner: Lea Leonard 
Second Place: Ctt. Gold Digger ‘Orglade’s 
Mandarin’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: Cty. Green Dragon ‘Karen’s Dragon’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Large Vandas 

First Place: V. Butterfly 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

Second Place: V. Tawan Ruby 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: Aranda Francoise Desquiron 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
 

Dendrobiums 
First Place: Den. Yaya Victoria ‘Sport’ 
Owner: Ray Jean Walker 

Second Place: Den. Oriental Smile 
Owner: Marilyn Moser 

 
Small Phalaenopsis 
First Place: Phal. Fuller’s Sunset 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
Second Place: Phal. Younghome Snow Season 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 
 
Large Phalaenopsis 

First Place: Phal. Long Pride Evangelista 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

  

 

Naples Orchid Society 

Monthly Plant Table 
Results 

March 5, 2026 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Moser 

  

Large Species 

First Place: Cattleya schroederae 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

Second Place: Encyclia cordigera var.alba 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: Guarianthe skinneri 

Owner: Diane Ervin 
 

Medium Species 
First Place: Dendrobium lindleyi 
Owner: Kathryn Romine 

Second Place: Guarianthe aurantiaca 
Owner: Kathryn Romine 

Third Place: Phalaenopsis schilleriana ‘Jungle’ x 
sib ‘TKB’ 
Owner: Diane Mieras 

 
Small Species 

First Place: Vanda christensoniana 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Second Place: Dinema polybulbon 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: Vanda christensoniana 

Owner: Jacki Dixon 
 
Oncidium 

First Place: Tolu. Jairak Rainbow ‘Freckle Face’ 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

 
Other Tribes 
First Place: Cl. Rebecca Northern ‘Mikabi’ 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
 

Gold Ribbon Species 
Encyclia cordigera var. alba 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Gold Ribbon Hybrid 

Clowesia Rebecca Northern ‘Mikabi’ 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
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BEST SPECIES 
Plant Name: Encyclia cordigera var. alba 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

Photos on this page by Sue Roehl, Webmaster 

Representativemaster 

Gold Ribbon Winners 

March 5, 2026 

BEST HYBRID 
First Place: Cl. Rebecca Northen ‘Mikabi’ 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
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Blue Ribbon Winners 

March 5, 2026 

 

LARGE CATTLEYA 
First Place: Rlc. Mori Akatsuka ‘Volcano Queen’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Jim Rawson 

 

LARGE VANDA 
First Place: V. Butterfly 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

SMALL CATTLEYA 
First Place: Rth. Young-Min Gold 

Owner: Lea Leonard 

 

SMALL PHALAENOPSIS  
First Place: Phal. Fuller’s Sunset 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

 

DENDROBIUM 
First Place: Den. Yaya Victoria ‘Sport’ 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 
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Blue Ribbon Winners 

March 5, 2026 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Jim Rawson 

LARGE PHALAENOPSIS 
First Place: Phal. Long Pride Evangelista 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

LARGE SPECIES 
First Place:  C. schroederae 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

MEDIUM SPECIES 
First Place: Den. lindleyii 

Owner: Kathryn Romine 
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SMALL SPECIES 
First Place:  V. christensoniana 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

 

 

Blue Ribbon Winners 

March 5, 2026 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Jim Rawson 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE 
First Place: Tolu. Jairak Rainbow 

‘Freckle Face’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

ORPHANS 
First Place: Cattleya 

Owner:  Diane Ervin 

 

OTHER TRIBES 
First Place: Cl. Rebecca Northen ‘Mikabi’ 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

 


