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Cover Worthy! 
 

 

 

Next Board of Directors Meeting  

Date: July 8, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
See page 6 for details 

All Current Members are Welcome to Attend 

Linda Van Blerkom 
Phal. Surf Song 'OX Gold Orange' AM/AOS 

The Naples Orchid Society is a non-profit organization, devoted to the promotion of, interest in, and appreciation of orchids and the 
preservation of our native orchids.  It is also our aim to disseminate information pertaining to their culture and hybridization. 

 

NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY      P.O. Box 7998     Naples FL    34101 
www.NaplesOrchidSociety.org 

 

 

   ALSO PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President:  Richard Davenport 
davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors: Bob Castonguay, Karen Davenport, Marie Harris, Kris Morton, Marilyn Moser and Linda Van Blerkom 

Submit articles for the Newsletter by the 15th of each month to NOSNews@Naplesorchidsociety.org 

Next Monthly Meeting 
Thursday July 10, 2025 

Moorings Presbyterian Church - Moss Hall 
 

 

Plant Registration: 6:00 – 6:40 pm                      

Plant Voting:   6:40 – 7:00 pm 
Program Starts:   7:10 pm 
 

            Orchid Doctor starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Rae Jean Walker                                                

Topic - “Orchid Q & A”. 

Please note: When attending Orchid Doctor 

sessions, and bringing a plant, which may be 

diseased or have insect infestations that you want 

to discuss, please place a sample in a sealed Ziploc 

bag to bring to the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

Featured Presenter – Thanh Nguyen –                  

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnSpringwater Orchids 

        Topic -   To Mount or Not to Mount?   

                        See page 3 for details 

 
 

Use the QR code above using your mobil phone camera to check out our Naples Orchid Society website! 

http://www.naplesorchidsociety.org/
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President’s Letter 

July 2025 

Richard Davenport 

President, Naples Orchid Society, Inc. 

Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

 

Greetings to all Orchid lovers!  

Our second season, the rainy one, is in full swing. All of us with orchids in exposed growing areas need to adjust 

our culture habits and methods to match the new realities: more sun and much more rain until the rainy season 

ends in October. Here is what to consider:  

1.  If you have an automatic irrigation system for your orchids, congratulations.  Now, unless you have a roofed 

growing area, turn off your irrigation until the dry season begins.  Why? It is simple.  More orchids are killed by 

overwatering than any other cause.  Heavy rains accompanied by high humidity provide a great opportunity for 

fungi to invade your plants. Hand water if there is a dry spell.  

2.  Add fans.  Nothing fancy needed, just air movement 24/7.  Two cheap large box fans with plastic blades will 

do fine, one at ground level, the other at bench height or higher.  Run them both at lowest speed.   

3.  Add more air holes to your pots, especially the larger diameter plastic ones.  Large quantities of media take 

longer to dry.  Therefore, growers can allow their best and biggest plants to experience the worst conditions 

deep inside the pots unless they take special care with media selection and airflow in and out of the pots.  

4. Buy two different types of systemic fungicide.  Spray 2 weeks apart using alternating types.  Thiomyl or Banrot 

(same active ingredients) are good for one type.  For the second selection, we recommend Bayer Bio-Advanced 

three in one spray.  Be sure to buy the fungicide, insecticide, & miticide version and NOT the fertilizer concoction.  

5.  In this heat, mites can quickly become a real problem. The treatment above helps prevent infestation.  If 

you see actual damage, spray again a week later to get rid of newly hatched baby mites and break the breeding 

cycle. If still a concern, use AVID or cheaper generic equivalent FERVID.  These big gun sprays are expensive, 

but worth it.  

6.  Whenever using chemicals, dress in cover-up clothes or a painter’s bunny suit with hat, goggles or face mask 

and a good respirator.  Follow manufacturer’s instructions.  Shower afterwards and put the clothes in a separate 

wash.  Keep pets and people out of the area until the spray dries out.  

7.  Use sunshade “sails” or jury-rigged strips of plastic screening between bushes or fencing if your plants are 

in danger of getting too much sun.  Sun damage is slow to form on orchids and is permanent.  Prevention is 

key.  

Many of us are lazy orchid growers. Really into benign neglect?  One plant thrives in such a 

situation: Dendrobium crumenatum (shown on left), also known as the “pigeon orchid” after 

the shape of its puffy, white, short-lived blooms.  More accurate common names are the 

“thunderstorm orchid” or simply, the “rain orchid”. 

Best grown outside and adaptable to full, unfiltered sun (slowly, over several months), it is 

prone to bloom primarily after a heavy shower of rain or thunderstorm.  The combination of 

cool, nitrogen- laden water, combined with the temporary reduction in atmospheric pressure, 

pushes the plant to form buds and bloom when nothing else seems to matter.     

Best wishes,                                                                                                                                            

Richard Davenport – President 

mailto:Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com
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LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES 
June 5, 2025 

Please access this link for more details: 
naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-June-5-

20252.pdf 

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY FOOD ORGANIZERS 

JUNE MONTHLY MEETING FOOD ORGANIZERS - Thank you to all our 

members who brought a large variety of food goods to our June meeting 
including Karen Davenport, Rae Jean Walker, Val Rooney, Robin DeMattia, Lorraine 
Buckley, Donna Bliznak, Marija Rosenfeld, Robyn LeGrand, Len LeGrand, Karolyn Hall, 
Nancy Torricella, Tamara Allen, Nancy Castonguay, Ann Marie Fox, Linda Carlson, and 
Etsuko DesRosiers.                                                                                                                              

ALL ATTENDEES ARE WELCOME TO BRING SNACKS FOR A CHANCE TO 
WIN A FREE ORCHID! 

FEATURED PRESENTER – Thanh Nguyen –Springwater Orchids 
 

                                                                                                                                   TOPIC:   To Mount or Not to Mount?   
     

 

Thanh is owner-operator of Springwater Orchids (Melbourne, FL). He 
is an engineer by trade, but also has been collecting and growing 

orchids over 45 years. His orchid business began in 2001, mainly 
selling on the internet but gradually moving to orchid shows later on.  
 

Thanh loves orchid species. In addition, although he grows and sells 
all orchids genera, his forte has always been the genus of 

Paphiopedilum. He collects fine plants; grows, sells, breeds, and 
enjoys sharing his experiences with his customers and colleagues. His 

passion in paphs resulted in numerous award-winning plants and an 
on-going paphs breeding program using local lab work, and local 

growing environment. His breeding program recently extended to 

mini/compact plants, focusing on brassavola genera. He also 
continues to breed species, improving overall plant and flower quality, 

and broadening their growing conditions to make growing orchids a 
joy, not aggravation! 
 

Thanh will have some amazing plants for sale both before the 
meeting and after his presentation.  Come early for the best 

selection! This is an incredible opportunity to add to your 
collection. 
 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-June-5-20252.pdf
https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-June-5-20252.pdf
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

Please mark your calendar so you don’t miss any of these excellent 

opportunities. 

√ Thursday, July 10 - Thanh Nguyen, Springwater Orchids                                             

TOPIC: To Mount, Or Not To Mount?                                                

Thanh will have fabulous orchids for sale to add to your collection. 

√ Thursday, August 7 - Rae Jean Walker and Jim Rawson                                      

TOPIC: “I Bought This Orchid, Now What?” 

√ Thursday, September 4                                                          

TOPIC: “Hands On Potting Class”                                                         

Free Orchid For Members In Attendance. 

 √ Thursday, October 2 - Jim & Melana Davison, Jim N I Orchids     

TOPIC: “Conversations With My Orchids:  I Talk To Them And They 

Talk Back”                                                                                          

Jim & Melana will have wonderful orchids to purchase to add to your 

collection. 

 √ Wednesday, November 5 - - Fred Clark, Sunset Valley Orchids     

(Note: meeting date change from Thursday to Wednesday)                                                 

TOPIC: “Becoming An 80th Percentile Grower”                                        

Fred will bring orchids with him from Hawaii for sale.                            

Watch for Information to pre-order. 

 √ Thursday, December 4                                                                

TOPIC: Holiday Party                                                                        

Free Orchid gift for members in attendance.                                        

Please bring a dish to share for the buffet table.                                        

Donations of non-perishable food items will be collected for charity. 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER                                                                  

Our total NOS membership is currently at 304 members. New members include 

Maria Chiaro, Barbara Samaniego and Nancy Thorsen.  Seasoned members of 

NOS please welcome our new members. Invite them to sit with you at the 

upcoming July 10th meeting. 

Membership renewals continue to come in! As of January 1, 2025, Membership 

Dues have increased. Individual: $45 and Joint: $70 please contact Arlene or 

Debbie if you have not renewed this year.  
OUR NOS MEMBERSHIP CONTACTS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

Arlene Cluff, Co-Membership Chair Email: arlenecluff45@gmail.com Phone: 239-641-9316 

Debbie Goldman, Co-Membership Chair Email: lax18@msn.com Phone: 410-596-3869 

 
 

 

 EDUCATION OUTREACH CORNER 

Orchid Culture Advice on the NOS Website 

Now that you've acquired that new orchid, how do you care for it?  The answer to this and many 

other orchid culture questions can be found on our website, on a special page devoted to advice on 

growing orchids.  Simply click on "Orchid FAQ's" on the menu at the top of the home page and you'll 

find links to culture sheets organized by orchid type and informative articles and webinars on 

subjects like how to get an orchid to bloom, how to tell if it's healthy, and dealing with pests and 

diseases.  Please check back regularly, as we'll be posting new links in the future.    

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/ 

 

 

mailto:arlenecluff45@gmail.com
mailto:lax18@msn.com
https://naplesorchidsociety.org/
https://naplesorchidsociety.org/
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Board of Directors Meeting for July 2025 
Next Meeting Date: July 8, 2025 

All Current Members are Welcome 
Time: 6:00 pm 

Forest Glen Golf and Country Club 

3855 Forest Glen Blvd 

Naples, FL 34114 (at the Clubhouse) 
 

   This meeting will be held at Forest Glen Golf and Country Club and requires gate notification. 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting, please contact Rae Jean Walker 815-791-2140. 

GET YOUR NOS SHIRTS & HATS! 
 

 
 
 

We will be offering our new NOS shirts & hats at our 
upcoming meetings.  Sizes for ladies shirts are S, M, 

L & men’s are available S, M, L & XL.  Special 

orders are accepted. 
 

Shirts are $30 and Hats are $20. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Could you help with our set up of Moss Hall for our monthly meetings? Just come an 
hour early and pitch in. 

 
OR 

 
Do you like taking pictures?  We could use your help at our monthly meetings or special 

Club events. 
 

These pictures can be taken with your phone and would be used in the Newsletter, on 

our Website and on our Facebook page. 
 

We all like to see our faces along with our friends having fun! 
 

If interested in either opportunity, please contact: 
 

          Marie Harris:  Text or call 239-877-1717   Email:  mharris@naplesproperties.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Membership Orchid Exhibiting 
 

NOS encourages all members to bring their blooming orchids to each meeting.      

Bring plants between 6:00pm and 6:40pm. Plants will be placed into different 

plant categories on tables and hanging racks around the perimeter of the 

meeting room. All members and guests are then encouraged to vote on what 

they feel is the best plant in each category. 

Why do we sponsor this activity? To help us all: 

 see plants we have never seen before 

 develop judgement as to what makes one plant better than another 

 see differences in plant and flower quality based on orchid culture 

 see what plants thrive in our sub-tropical environment 

All NOS members who have owned a plant for six months are eligible.        

Plant must be properly named and accompanied by a green registration card. 

Blank cards and help are at the entry table. 

All members exhibiting plants will be entered into a raffle. If your name is 

pulled, you will receive the special Green Tag orchid plant as a prize. 
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Snapshots 
From our 

June 2025       
Meeting 

 

 

Photo above of Sue Roehl hosting our food table 
delights for hungry attendees. 

 

 

Photo above of our featured speaker Jason Alvares as he discusses “Orchids and Florida” with our  
members and guests. 

Above photos of raffle ticket winners selecting 

there prizes. 

Photo above shows Jim Longwell organizing member 
orchids prior to official member ribbon voting. 

 Photo above of Rae Jean Walker hosting our 

Orchid Doctor session with attendees. 
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YOUR AOS REP 
Kris Morton 

kwmehm@comcast.net 

AOS CORNER 
From your AOS Representative Kris Morton 

 

From the June 2025 issue of AOS “Orchids” magazine:  Ron McHatton, AOS 
Chief Education & Science Officer, continues with Part 2 of his article, ‘WHY 
WILL IT NOT BLOOM?’ It will be found under “Questions and Answers,” pgs. 
412-413.  
Also Sue Bottom, SAOS, has an excellent article in FOR THE NOVICE, pgs. 418-
423. “Growing Phalaenopsis – What Can Go Wrong?”  From crown rot, root rot, 
edema, temperature effects, pests & diseases to viruses she offers some 
valuable information.  Photos from her husband, Terry Bottom, will help you to 
diagnose. Here is a link to Sue’s article - Growing Phalaenopsis. What Can Go Wrong? 

- American Orchid Society 
 
If you have not already joined AOS, please do.  It is a wealth of information.  
You will not be sorry.  www.aos.org.  

 
 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Here is where Orchid Conservation Alliance information can be found regarding OCA Orchids in the 

Wild Eco tours for 2025.  Info:  http://orchidconservationalliance.org 

 

 

 
 

 
 

AOS WEBINARS 
 

Choose your topic from RECORDED WEBINARS.  Hobbyists, expert growers, 
AOS judges, conservationists & more.  Check out the timeless collection of 

recoded webinars on the AOS website: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

 
 We digitize the webinars & they are available to view at your leisure.  

GREENHOUSE CHAT .Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing. 
Topics:  Species & Hybrids, Pests & Diseases, Culture, Judging, Greenhouse 

Chats & more. 
 
 

https://www.aos.org/orchids/articles/growing-phalaenopsis.-what-can-go-wrong
https://www.aos.org/orchids/articles/growing-phalaenopsis.-what-can-go-wrong
http://www.aos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS
http://orchidconservationalliance.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

July 1-6, 2025:  Krull-Smith’s biggest sale of the year.  New Special Offers 
Each Day at the Nursery AND Online!  2800 W Ponkan Rd., Apopka, FL 

32712. Tel: (407) 886-4134; orchids@krullsmith.com.   

 

Visit your local Orchid Shows... Don’t know where they are? Visit AOS.org 

Event Calendar at:  https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-

calendar 
 

The West Palm Beach Judging Center of The American Orchid Society 

meets every 4th Saturday (with 3rd Saturdays in November & December) 

at Flamingo Gardens Botanical Gardens & Wildlife Sanctuary, 3750 S 

Flamingo Rd, Davie, FL  33330.  Education session starts at 12:30 PM with 

judging beginning at 2PM.  (See Explore WPBJC for more information.) 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 2025 NAPLES YARD AND GARDEN SHOW  

October 25-26, 2025:  Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Collier County FL 

Master Gardener Volunteer Program, 14700 Immokalee Rd.  Naples Orchid 

Society will once again have a membership & information table there.  

Please volunteer! 

 

 

TASKS FOR JULY 

From Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month by Martin Motes, PhD 

 Dry plants hard once or twice. 

 Apply liquid fertilizer instead of water during dry patches. 

 Watch for Thrips when rain has been sparse for several days. 

 Finish top cutting and planting of vandaceous genera. 

 
 For Martin Motes “Progress of the Season” monthly orchid newsletter click on 

link & Ctrl, then on subscribe…https://www.redlandpress.com 

 
 

https://www.redlandpress.com/
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NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY SPONSORS 
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 

L. purpurata          

Karen Davenport     

 

 
Den. Dixie Princess             

Stu Rubin 

Phal. cornu cervi                          

Marilyn Moser 

 

Clty. Ethel's Paradise 'Kaleialoha’                                               

Marie Harris     

Do you have a blooming orchid in your collection? Please send 

us your orchid photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to:  bcastlts@comcast.net 

 

Brassavola perrinii                                    

Rae Jean Walker 

Phal. Mainshow Hiero x Mituo Purple                 

Marilyn Moser 

What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 

Lc. Martin Wolfe 'Florida Suncoast'              

Linda Van Blerkom 

 

Bulbophyllum Jim Clarkson              

Stu Rubin 

Rlc. Akiko Sato ‘Volcano Queen’ 

Rae Jean Walker 

mailto:bcastlts@comcast.net
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Large Cattleyas        
First Place: Rlc. Pratum Green ‘Holly’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport    

Second Place: Pot. Hsinying Pink Doll ‘Hsinying’   
Owner: Twyla Leigh 
Third Place: Lc. Martin Wolfe 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
         
Small Cattleyas                           

First Place: Enc. Rufly Profuse    
Owner: Karen Davenport      
Second Place: Lc. Siamese Doll ‘Kiwi’   
Owner: Karen Davenport    
Third Place: Eyv. Hamlyn’s Tallawah 
Owner: Rae Jean Walker    
         

Large Vandas       
First Place: V. Pimsai x Jin Dewat   
Owner: Karen Davenport      
Second Place: V. Dr. Anek x coerulea 
Owner: Jim Longwell 
Third Place: V. Sonia Daccach 

Owner: Terre Moore        
         
Small Phalaenopsis 
First Place: Phal. Pulcherrima var. marmorata 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
First Place: Phal. Diamond Sky 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

 
Dendrobiums 
First Place: Den. antennatum x johannis   
Owner: Diane Ervin 
 
Small Vandas 
First Place: V. Don Washington 

Owner: Jim Longwell 
Second Place: V. lamellata x Noi Blue x Rhy. Coelestis  
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Third Place: V. Lucknow 
Owner: Terre Moore   
 

Large Species 
First Place: Brassavola nodosa 
Owner: Marie Harris 
Second Place: Gram. Scriptum Leopard 
Owner: Nancy Castonguay 
Third Place: L. purpurata ‘Glen Barfield’ 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

  

Medium Species 

First Place: Enc. tampensis 
Owner: John Finer 

Second Place: linawianum 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Third Place: Cyrtopodium andersonii 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

Small Species 
First Place: V. ampullacea 
Owner: Jim Longwell 
Second Place: V. ampullacea var. alba 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Third Place: Chiloschista lunifera Red 

Owner: Diane Ervin 
 

Oncidium Alliance 
First Place: Onc. Aka Baby ‘Raspberry Chocolate’ 
Owner: Terre Moore 
  
Slipper Orchids 

First Place: Phrag. Green Hornet 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
 
Orphan 
First Place: Phalaenopsis 
Owner: Bella Danaher 
 

Best Hybrid Gold Ribbon 

Plant Name: Rlc. Pratum Green ‘Holly’ 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Best Species Gold Ribbon 
Plant Name: Enc. tampensis 

Owner: John Finer 
 
Green Tag Plant 
Plant Name: Den. alexander x Nida ‘Stripes’ 
Winner: John Finer 

 
 

  

 

Naples Orchid Society 

Monthly Plant Table 
Results 

June 5, 2025 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Moser 
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BEST HYBRID 
Plant Name: Rlc. Pratum Green ‘Holly’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

Photos on this page by Sue Roehl, Webmaster 

Representativemaster 

BEST SPECIES 
First Place: Enc. tampensis 

Owner: John Finer 
 

Gold Ribbon Winners 
June 5, 2025 
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Blue Ribbon Winners 
June 5, 2025 

 

LARGE CATTLEYA 
First Place: Rlc. Pratum Green ‘Holly’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Marilyn Moser 

 
LARGE VANDA 

First Place: V. Pimsai x Jin Dewat 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

 
SMALL CATTLEYA 

First Place: Enc. Rufly Profuse 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

 
SMALL PHALAENOPSIS 

First Place: Phal. Pulcherrima var. marmorata 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
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DENDROBIUM 
First Place: Den. antennatum x johannis  

Owner: Diane Ervin 

 

 
MEDIUM SPECIES 

First Place: Enc. tampensis 
Owner: John Finer 

 

 
LARGE SPECIES 

First Place: Brassavola nodosa 

Owner: Marie Harris 

 

SMALL VANDA 
First Place: V. Don Washington 

Owner: Jim Longwell 
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ORPHANS 
First Place: Phalaenopsis 

Owner:  Bella Danaher 

SMALL SPECIES 
First Place: V. ampullacea 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE 
First Place: Onc. Aka Baby ‘Raspberry Chocolate 

Owner: Terre Moore 
 

SLIPPER ORCHIDS 
First Place: Phrag. Green Hornet 

Owner: Mary Lane 
 


