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Next Board of Directors Meeting  

Date: June 3, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
See page 6 for details 

All Current Members are Welcome to Attend 

Karen Davenport 
Den. Sheng Yi Bumblebee ‘Sunny Side Up’ 

The Naples Orchid Society is a non-profit organization, devoted to the promotion of, interest in, and the appreciation of orchids and 
the preservation of our native orchids.  It is also our aim to disseminate information pertaining to their culture and hybridization. 

 

NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY      P.O. Box 7998     Naples FL    34101 
www.NaplesOrchidSociety.org 

 

 

   ALSO PLEASE CHECKOUT OUR NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President:  Richard Davenport 
davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors: Bob Castonguay, Karen Davenport, Marie Harris, Kris Morton and Marilyn Moser 

Submit articles for the Newsletter by the 15th of each month to NOSNews@Naplesorchidsociety.org 

Next Monthly Meeting 
Thursday June 5, 2025 

Moorings Presbyterian Church - Moss Hall 
 

 

Plant Registration: 6:00 – 6:40 pm                      

Plant Voting:   6:40 – 7:00 pm 
Program Starts:   7:10 pm 
 

            Orchid Doctor starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Rae Jean Walker                                                

Topic - “Orchid Q & A”. 

Please note: When attending Orchid Doctor 

sessions, and bringing a plant, which may be 

diseased or have insect infestations that you want 

to discuss, please place a sample in a sealed Ziploc 

bag to bring to the meeting. 
 
 

 

 

Featured Presenter – Jason Alvarez           

Topic -”Orchids and Florida”                                       

See page 3 for details 

 
 

Use the QR code above using your mobil phone camera to check out our Naples Orchid Society website! 

http://www.naplesorchidsociety.org/
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President’s Letter 
May 2025 
Richard Davenport 
President, Naples Orchid Society, Inc. 
Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Greetings to all Orchid lovers!  

Welcome to the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.  The dry season is ending and the rainy season is starting.  Local orchid 
hobbyists of long standing know the summer orchid drill, mostly consisting of additional insecticides for thrips and other 
critters plus systemic fungicides, alternating both types with two differing active ingredients to prevent both super bugs and 

super rots from evolving over time in your collection. In addition, there are the frequent afternoon thunderstorms and the 
threat of hurricanes.  So many of our neighbors and even NOS members beat a strategic retreat toward more northern climes 
for a few months to escape the tropical sun, heat, bugs and malevolent winds.   

However, what of their beloved orchids and other tropical plants they leave behind? A lucky few residents have friends or 
hired hands to care for their plants.  Each year your NOS Board, officers and long-term members receive requests from 

neighbors and strangers seeking recommendations for reasonably priced plant care help.  

Consider what factors an orchid plant caretaker must consider before pricing and accepting a new orchid care job: 

1. Location, number and types of plants.   
2. Existing automatic watering systems, with or without fertilizer injection equipment. Nobody I know will discuss 

hand watering, as it is too time intensive. 

3. Fans, wet walls, thermostats, reverse osmosis systems, pumps, moveable temporary additional screening. 
4. The size, condition and value of the plants. 
5. Owner’s special care and hurricane instructions. 
6. Insurance and risk liability. 

Most commercial growers have no interest in boarding hobby grower plants in their facilities due to the risks of importing 
unknown pests and diseases. The few experienced orchid growers assisting others typically have their hands full year around.   

So what alternatives are left for seasonal escapees?  I personally recommend, “informed benign neglect”. The playlist goes 
something like this: 

a) Move all plants to screened areas or hang under trees where they will receive filtered or dappled light and natural 
rainfall several weeks before leaving town. Try not to put many plants on the ground or screen cage deck.  They 
prefer to be elevated for better drainage, quicker drying, and fewer pests.  Water as usual until you leave. 

b) Two weeks before departure, apply systemic insecticide and systemic fungicide. 
c) One week later, apply insecticide and fungicide again. 

d) Apply light doses of orchid time-release fertilizer just before leaving. Mounted plants will require small time 
release baskets or small bags made of screen. 

e) Leave, knowing you have taken reasonable care of your plants. 

How does this approach work? Our rainy season will take care of your plant’s water needs. The bug and fungus sprays will 
take care of most problems due to their systemic properties for the first months you are gone. The time-release fertilizer has 
a realistic life expectancy of 3 months or so before the ingredients are used up or washed away.  The ads state “up to 6 
months”, but the copywriters never foresaw South Florida thunderstorms following 90+ degree afternoons. In addition, the 

little white balls you may see several months after application are not fertilizer, but rather the empty husks of the slow-release 
system. 

If you follow this simple plan, you may be pretty sure your plants will survive your absence.  In addition, you can make them 
thrive again with lots of personal TLC when you return to South Florida. 

Best wishes,                                                                                                                                            

Richard Davenport – President 

 

mailto:Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com
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FEATURED PRESENTER – JASON ALVAREZ  

 

 

        

 

Jason Alvarez is a freelance researcher.  He is a Park Ambassador 
with the Broward County Parks & Recreation Department.  At the 

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens, he is a Tour Coordinator and 
Educational Aide.   He is a landscape specialist, junior naturalist 

and community advocate.  Jason comes highly recommended by 
Jose Exposito of Soroa Orchids and has spoken at the Bonnet 

House Festival.   
 

Jason will present Orchids & Florida:  Through this program, we 
will discover the unique ecology of Florida’s epiphytes, including 

native orchid species.  Explore the rich history associated with 
orchid cultivation in the state.  In addition, come learn what you 

can do to protect wild orchid populations. 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER                                                                  

Our total NOS membership is currently at 301 members. Seasoned members 

of NOS please welcome our new members. Invite them to sit with you at the 

upcoming June 5th meeting. 

Membership renewals continue to come in! As of January 1, 2025, Membership 

Dues have increased. Individual: $45 and Joint: $70 please contact Arlene 

or Debbie if you have not renewed this year.  
OUR NOS MEMBERSHIP CONTACTS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

Arlene Cluff, Co-Membership Chair Email: arlenecluff45@gmail.com Phone: 239-641-9316 

Debbie Goldman, Co-Membership Chair Email: lax18@msn.com Phone: 410-596-3869 

 
 

 

LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES 
May 1, 2025 

Please access this link for more details: 
naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-May-1-2025.pdf 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

MONTHLY MEETING SET UP AND TAKE DOWN 

Help arrange  tables, set up orchid display racks, set up the plant registration table and 
materials at the various stations, set up the membership table and do it all in reverse 
at the end of the meeting. 

2 volunteers are needed for each of these membership meetings: 

 June 5 th , July 3, 2025 and August 7th 2025 

Please indicate which meeting you are volunteering to help at.                                     

Start Time:  4:30 – Dinner Will Be Available 

Thank you for pitching in! 
 

Contact Marie Harris to volunteer. Text or call:  239-877-1717 Email:  mharris@naplesproperties.com 

mailto:arlenecluff45@gmail.com
mailto:lax18@msn.com
https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-May-1-2025.pdf
mailto:mharris@naplesproperties.com
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Board of Directors Meeting for June 2025 
Next Meeting Date: June 3, 2025 

All Current Members are Welcome 
Time: 6:00 pm 

Forest Glen Golf and Country Club 

3855 Forest Glen Blvd 

Naples, FL 34114 (at the Clubhouse) 
 

   This meeting will be held at Forest Glen Golf and Country Club and requires gate notification. 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting, please contact Rae Jean Walker 815-791-2140. 

Orchids are generally forgiving of many types of 

treatment (or mistreatment); one often hears that 

they thrive on "benign neglect."  There is a 

difference, however, between survival and 

optimum health.  How do you tell the 

difference?  Please click on the link below to read 

this article, by the prolific orchid-culture author, 

Sue Bottom: 

https://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/TopTenSignsThatYourOrchidsAreHap

pybySueBottom.pdf 

 

 

 

Top 10 Signs That Your Orchids Are Happy - by Sue 

Bottom, St. Augustine Orchid Society 

 

EDUCATION OUTREACH CORNER 

https://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/TopTenSignsThatYourOrchidsAreHappybySueBottom.pdf
https://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/TopTenSignsThatYourOrchidsAreHappybySueBottom.pdf
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GET YOUR NOS SHIRTS & HATS! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be offering our new NOS shirts & hats (with 

the NEW logo) at our upcoming meetings.  Sizes for 
ladies shirts are S, M, L & men’s are available S, M, L 

& XL.  Special orders are accepted. 

 
Shirts are $30 and Hats are $20. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY FOOD ORGANIZERS 
 

MAY MONTHLY MEETING FOOD ORGANIZERS - Thank you to all our 
members who brought a large variety of food goods to our May meeting 
including Arlene Cluff, Valerie Rooney, Pam Voss, Mary Southall, Donna 
Blizniak, Tamara Allen, Robin LeGrand, Karen Davenport, Lynette Lobo, Robin 
DeMattia, Marija Rosenfeld, Brenda Brown, Kimball Derrick, Geoff Britt, B.C. 
Loki, Roberta Ury and Marie Harris.  

ALL ATTENDEES ARE WELCOME TO BRING SNACKS FOR A 

CHANCE TO WIN A FREE ORCHID! 
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Snapshots 
From our 

May 2025       
Meeting 

 

 

 

Above are photos of our featured speaker Mac Rivenbark as he discusses “Orchids That Grow in Florida and How 

They Grow Their Best” with our members and guests. 
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YOUR AOS REP 
Kris Morton 

kwmehm@comcast.net 

AOS CORNER 
From your AOS Representative Kris Morton 

 

The May issue of “Orchids” magazine has a terrific article by Ron McHatton, AOS 
Chief Education & Science Officer.  His article, ‘WHY WILL IT NOT BLOOM?’ will 
be found under “Questions and Answers,” pgs. 332-335. 
 
If you have not already joined AOS, please do.  It is a wealth of information.  
You will not be sorry.  www.aos.org.  
 
***And from Alex Rodriguez, Affiliated Societies Committee Chair, AOS Corner 
Editor & AOS Accredited Judge, WPBJC:  The auction by WPBJC at Flamingo 
Gardens Saturday, May 10, 2025 was great!  Plant sales & additional donations 
brought the total to $6,261!  We had two of our NOS (exceptional) members 
donate some from their collection.    

 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Here is where Orchid Conservation Alliance information can be found regarding OCA Orchids in the 

Wild Eco tours for 2025.  Info:  http://orchidconservationalliance.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AOS WEBINARS 
 

Choose your topic from RECORDED WEBINARS.  Hobbyists, expert growers, AOS 
judges, conservationists & more.  Check out the timeless collection of recoded 

webinars on the AOS website:  

 http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
 

 We digitize the webinars & they are available to view at your leisure.  GREENHOUSE 
CHAT .Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing. 

Topics:  Species & Hybrids, Pests & Diseases, Culture, Judging, Greenhouse Chats 
& more. 

 
 

http://www.aos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS
http://orchidconservationalliance.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

July 1-6, 2025:  Krull-Smith’s biggest sale of the year.  New Special 

Offers Each Day at the Nursery AND Online!  2800 W Ponkan Rd., 

Apopka, FL 32712. Tel: (407) 886-4134; orchids@krullsmith.com.   
Visit your local Orchid Shows... Visit AOS.org Event Calendar at:  
https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar 

 

The West Palm Beach Judging Center of The American Orchid Society 

meets every 4th Saturday (with 3rd Saturdays in November & 

December) at Flamingo Gardens Botanical Gardens & Wildlife 

Sanctuary, 3750 S Flamingo Road, Davie, FL  33330.  Education 

session starts at 12:30 PM with judging beginning at 2 PM.  (See 

Explore WPBJC for more information.) 
 

 

TASKS FOR JUNE 

From Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month by Martin Motes, PhD 

 Careful watering this month often means no watering at all.  Arise early 
to enjoy the cool & water only when truly necessary. 

 Space plants amply.  Good air circulation is essential across the coming 
months. 

 Re-pot Phals & re-set Vanda’s.  Make sure that plants are firmly set in 
their new abodes.  

 Begin or continue a disease prevention program with the prophylactic 
application of thiophanate methyl (Cleary’s 3336) & Aliette or Banrot. 

 Clean up growing area & plants.  Remove dead leaves from plants & the 

ground.  Pull weeds. 
 Prune trees & shrubs to increase light & air circulation. 
 Apply snail bait lightly early in the month & again lightly mid-month. 
 Set air conditioning thermostat at 80 degrees & enjoy living in the tropics. 
 

 For Martin Motes “Progress of the Season” monthly orchid newsletter click on 

link & Ctrl, then on subscribe…https://www.redlandpress.com 

 
 

https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar
https://www.redlandpress.com/
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NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY SPONSORS 
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 

Rlc. Amazing Thailand        

Karen Davenport     

 

 

Recc. Lemon Twist           

Karen Davenport     

Phal. Taisuco Jasper ‘Diamond Dust’ 

Karen Davenport     

 
Phal. Ashleigh Lawson                                                

Marilyn Moser 

Do you have a blooming orchid in your 

collection? Please send us your orchid 

photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to:  bcastlts@comcast.net 

 

Cat. Twilight Song var.cerulea                

Lea Leonard 

 
Encyclia Nursery Rhyme                

Marilyn Moser 

What is Blooming in My Collection? 

Phal. fimbriata              

Marilyn Moser 

Zygo. Jumpin Jack         
(From Dick  Pippen  Collection)             
Nancy Castonguay 

Schomburgkia grandiflora 

Geoff Britt 

mailto:bcastlts@comcast.net
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Large Cattleyas        
First Place: C. Irene Finney 
Owner: Mary Lane    

Second Place: C. Louise Georgianna     
Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: Rlc. Siam Pink 

Owner: Diane Ervin 
         
Small Cattleyas                            
First Place: Lcn. Newberry Lava Burst    
Owner: Karen Davenport      
Second Place: Myc. Rio’s Little Treasure   

Owner: Diane Ervin    
Third Place: Bc. Taiwan Big Lip 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar    
         

Large Vandas       
First Place: V. Papiliomancha    
Owner: Mary Lane      

Second Place: V. Mary Takahashi 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Third Place: V. Banjong Indigo 
Owner: Diane Ervin        
         
Small Phalaenopsis 
First Place: Phal. Surf Song 

Owner: Lea Leonard 
Second Place: Phal. Pound Puppies 
Owner: Diane Ervin 

Third Place: Phal. Mini Mark 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

Dendrobiums 
First Place: Den. Sheng Yi Bumblebee   
Owner: Karen Davenport 
Second Place: Den. Fire Wings 
Owner: Ann Marie Fox 
Third Place: Den. Roy Tokunaga 
Owner: Tamara Allen 

 
Large Phalaenopsis 
First Place: Phal. Diamond Sky 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

Second Place: Phal. Han-Bens Girl 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
Third Place: Phal. Allura Santa Clause 

Owner: Mary Southall 
 
Small Vandas 
First Place: V. Lilac Blossom 
Owner: Elaine Gates 
Second Place: Aeridovanda Nong Khai 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: V. Ploenpit Prize 
Owner: Terre Moore       
 

 

Large Species 

First Place: C. intermedia var. orlata ‘Rio’ 
Owner: Diane Mieras 

 
Medium Species 
First Place: Aerangis modesta 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Second Place: V. mariae 

Owner:  Diane Ervin 
Third Place: Cyrtopedium punctatum  
Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Small Species 
First Place: Seidenfadenia mitrata 

Owner: Joylett Davis 
Second Place: V. garayii 

Owner:  Karen Davenport 
Third Place: Seidenfadenia mitrata 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
 
Oncidium Alliance 

First Place: Tolumnia Aleka x Tol. Sniffen 
Owner:  Karen Davenport 
Second Place: Onc. Mariposa ‘Special’ 
Owner: Barbara Holdsworth 
Third Place: Onc. Wildcat 
Owner: Kimball Derrick 
  

Other Tribes 

First Place: Eulophia andamanensis x guincensis  
Owner:  Mary Lane 
 
Orphan 
First Place: Phalaenopsis 

Owner:  Pam Voss 
Second Place: Vanda 
Owner: Terre Moore 
Third Place: Phalaenopsis  
Owner: LaVonne Brekke 
 
Best Hybrid Gold Ribbon 

Plant Name: Eulophia andamanensis x guincensis 
Owner:  Mary Lane 

 
Best Species Gold Ribbon 
Plant Name: Aerangis modesta 
Owner:  Diane Ervin 
 

Green Tag Plant 
Plant Name: Onc. Gower Ramsey 
Winner:  K. Romine 

 
 

  

 

Naples Orchid Society 

Monthly Plant Table 
Results 

May 1, 2025 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Moser 
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BEST HYBRID 
Plant Name: Eulophia andamanensis x guincensis 

Owner: Mary Lane 

 

Photos on this page by Sue Roehl, Webmaster 

Representativemaster 

BEST SPECIES 
First Place: Aerangis modesta  

Owner: Diane Ervin 
 

Gold Ribbon Winners 
May 1, 2025 
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DENDROBIUM 
First Place: Den. Sheng Yi Bumblebee  

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

Blue Ribbon Winners 
May 1, 2025 

LARGE CATTLEYA 
First Place: C. Irene Finney 

Owner: Mary Lane 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Marilyn Moser 

 

LARGE VANDA 
First Place: V. Papiliomancha 

Owner: Mary Lane 

 SMALL CATTLEYA 
First Place: Lcn. Newberry Lava Burst 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

 

SMALL PHALAENOPSIS 
First Place: Phal. Surf Song 

Owner: Lea Leonard 
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MEDIUM SPECIES 
First Place: Aerangis modesta 

Owner: Diane Ervin 
 

 

LARGE SPECIES 
First Place: C. intermedia var. orlata ‘Rio’ 

Owner: Diane Mieras 

 

LARGE PHALAENOPSIS 
First Place: Phal. Diamond Sky 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
 

 
SMALL VANDA 

First Place: V. Lilac Blossom 

Owner: Elaine Gates 
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ORPHANS 
First Place: Phalaenopsis 

Owner:  Pam Voss 

SMALL SPECIES 
First Place: Seidenfadenia mitrata 

Owner: Joylett Davis 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE 
First Place: Tolumnia Aleka x Tol. Sniffen 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

 
OTHER TRIBES 

First Place: Eulophia andamanensis x guincensis 

Owner: Mary Lane 
 


