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See additional Information on page 4 
 

 

Cover Worthy 

Next Board of Directors Meeting  
Date: January 6, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 

See page 8 for details 
All Current Members are Welcome to Attend 

The Naples Orchid Society is a non-profit organization, devoted to the promotion of, interest in, and appreciation of orchids and the preservation 
of our native orchids.  It is also our aim to disseminate information pertaining to their culture and hybridization. 

 

NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY      P.O. Box 7998     Naples FL    34101 
Check out the Holiday Party pictures on the NOS website link below and on Facebook     

PHOTOS – Naples Orchid Society 

 

 

   VISIT AND FOLLOW THE NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY ON FACEBOOK 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President:  Richard Davenport 
davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors: Bob Castonguay, Karen Davenport, Marie Harris, Kris Morton, Marilyn Moser and Linda Van Blerkom 

Submit articles for the Newsletter by the 15th of each month to NOSNews@Naplesorchidsociety.org 

Next Monthly Meeting 
Thursday January 8, 2026 

Moorings Presbyterian Church - Moss Hall 
 

 

Plant Registration: 6:00 – 6:40 pm                      
Plant Voting:   6:40 – 7:00 pm 
Program Starts:   7:00 pm 
 

             
 THERE WILL BE NO ORCHID DOCTOR THIS MONTH 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Featured Speakers – Rae Jean Walker, Elaine Gates       

and Karen Davenport 
 

Presenting: “Are You Ready For The Orchid Show?” 

                   See page 6 for details 

 

 

Use the QR code above using your mobile phone camera to check out our Naples Orchid Society website for valuable information. 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/photos/
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President’s Letter 

 

JANUARY 2026 

Richard Davenport 

President, Naples Orchid Society, Inc.  
Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 
 

Greetings to all Orchid Lovers 
 

Annual Holiday Gala 
 

We had a lavish and genuinely fun Holiday Party on December 4, 2025, at Moorings Presbyterian Church in Moss 

Hall. The event was a memorable gathering. As is tradition, members brought potluck dishes piled with home-

cooked food to share. NOS provided turkey and ham as the main meat courses.  

Members contributed vast quantities of canned goods and other non-perishable groceries; all picked up and 

delivered to selected recipients by our local food banks. Thank you for your generosity.  Grateful residents in our 

community sincerely appreciate it. 

At the close of the evening, each member present received a new orchid, flown in from Hawaii especially for this 

Naples Orchid Society event.  Chair Terre Moore made all the arrangements and the large airfreight boxes were 

delivered to her lovely home for unpacking and care until our party. 

Please join us in expressing gratitude to Lanelle Bishop and Carolyn Booker, our Holiday Party Committee, and 

their dedicated team of many volunteers for their hard work making the 2025 party a wonderful and memorable 

occasion.  Look at our website or on the NOS Facebook page to see many pictures of the food and fun we enjoyed. 

“Orchid Rodeo” Theme Orchid Show in February 

Marie Harris, our 2026 Orchid Show Chair, reminds members our 52nd annual American Orchid Society judged 

orchid show, to be held this year at Naples Botanical Garden February 20, 21 and 22, 2026 is fast approaching.   

All members should complete preparations for the show soon.  All potential plant entries should be trimmed, 

polished, weeded, cleaned, staked and checked carefully now.  Do not wait until the week before the show to see 

if the buds are open enough to enter.  Plants to be exhibited need time to adjust to unexpected TLC.  Remember, 

most orchids are phototropic, with leaves and flowers seeking to turn towards the sun.  Try putting a chalk mark 

on the pot or an adhesive sticker on a net pot or hanger while it is still where it is growing so you can put it back 

facing the same direction. 

Orchid displays require even more advanced preparation: small and large tabletop displays, small and large 

container displays, and the various orchid flower arrangement categories all require advance thought, creativity, 

accessories, greenery and moss.  Check the simple rules on the NOS website carefully to make sure you will be 

in compliance.  

At our January meeting, Rae Jean Walker will demonstrate how to prepare plants for exhibition.  Elaine Gates will 

provide a demonstration on flower arrangement techniques and share numerous tips and strategies to enhance 

the quality of creative displays. Karen Davenport will create a beautiful container orchid display and discuss 

alternative approaches to plant support structure, durability, color flow, proper labelling, and other judging 

considerations. Her container display will be awarded to the member with the winning raffle ticket for early 

membership renewal.                                                                                                                                    

All plants and displays will be installed in their show locations on Wednesday, February 18th and remain there for 

judging Thursday and until show take-down starts Sunday, February 22nd at 5pm. Plants dry out and flowers 

frequently wilt under the lights and air conditioning.  Each individual exhibitor is responsible for misting their plant 

entries individually or in larger displays to keep them in top show condition.  Flower arrangement exhibitors may 

mailto:Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com
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want to replace cut flowers that wilt during the show, but only after AOS judging is completed Thursday afternoon 

before the Show opens Friday morning.  

Upcoming Orchid Culture Classes 
 

The Naples Orchid Society’s “Orchid University – Orchid Culture 101” classes are scheduled for March 7, 14, 21, 

and 28, as well as April 11 and 18, 2026. This schedule intentionally includes a gap to avoid conflict with Easter 

week activities. All sessions will be held at the Forest Glen Golf and Country Club Administrative Offices in the 

second-floor conference room. Attendance will be limited to approximately 50 students to ensure a quality learning 

experience. 

Participants in these classes will receive a copy of Dr. Martin Motes’ book, “Florida Orchid Growing, Month by 

Month,” plus an NOS orchid culture handbook for class notes and future reference, and four assorted orchid plants 

to help start or expand their personal collections. Tuition is $129 for NOS members and $159 for non-members. 

Registration is available online via the NOS website or at membership meetings, subject to availability. 

Culture Class Chair Terre Moore encourages all those interested in taking the popular culture class series to sign 

up as soon as possible. In addition, Culture Class registration for a family member or good friend makes a great 

holiday gift! 

Seasonal Care Reminders 
 

Last month, we discussed basic protection for your plants during cold snaps.  Some additional thoughts:  

 Flood the floor of your growing area with lots of water in the late afternoon before a cold snap.  This will help 

ground heat warm the air above during the colder night and can raise temperatures 4-5 degrees if there is 

little wind.  Citrus growers do this all the time; it works.  

 Put frost cloth or a light blanket over sensitive orchids being grown outdoors.  It will help trap heat from the 

ground around your plants.  Do not use plastic sheeting for this purpose as the entrapped moisture will 

condense on the underside of the plastic and drip onto your plants, possibly causing fungus rots.  

 When using electric or propane heaters in lanai or porch areas, plants should not be too close.  Radiant heat 

can cook plants.  Just hold your hand near the plant.  If your hand feels warm, the heater is too close.  The 

intent is to heat the cold air, not the plant.  Moreover, never use propane heaters in enclosed areas overnight 

due to fire and carbon monoxide risks.                                                                                                    

Time to Volunteer - Opportunities to Contribute Your Time and Talent 

Time and talent are essential resources for every non-profit organization, and NOS relies entirely on volunteers 

to fill all its positions. Currently, we have an important opportunity available for those interested in making a 

meaningful impact: 

Director of Communications Position 

The Director of Communications is responsible for producing the NOS monthly newsletter, utilizing articles 

submitted by Board members and other contributors. This role also involves distributing newsletters and 

occasional “eblasts” online to NOS members, donors, and sponsors. 

In addition, the Director helps ensure that NOS maintains a consistent and appealing public image across various 

platforms, including correspondence, signage, the website, social media, publications, and advertising. The goal 

is to make NOS attractive to both orchid hobbyists and the public. 

This is a voting position on the Board of Directors. Board meetings are held monthly and typically last one to two 

hours. 

To assist with a smooth transition, the current Director, Bob Castonguay, is willing to train the new Director. 

Be safe and warm. Happy Growing! 

Richard Davenport – President 
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2026 ORCHID SHOW & SALE 
 SAVE THE DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    ORCHID RODEO! 

 2026 Annual Orchid Show and Sale      

 SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Here are the show date details for your 
calendar and planning. It’s not too early 
to begin thinking about your exhibits and 
cut flower arrangements! 
 
Tuesday, February 17: Show Set Up 
 
Wednesday, February 18: Member 
Registration and Exhibit Installations 
 
Thursday, February 19: American Orchid 
Society Judging 
 
Friday, February 20 - Sunday, February 
22:  Show and Sale 

 
PLEASE REACH OUT TO SHOW CHAIR 
MARIE HARRIS WITH ANY QUESTIONS 
Call or text:  239-877-1717   

Email: mharris@naplesproperties.com  

 

P.S.  If you have any baskets you do not 

need, could you please bring them to 

Karen Davenport at the January or 

February monthly meetings?  They are 

needed and will be used for Show Raffle 

Baskets.  Thanks in advance! 

 

mailto:mharris@naplesproperties.com
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LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES 
December 4, 2025 

Please access this link for more details:  

Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-December-4-2025.pdf 

CALLING ALL MEMBERS 
 

 

ORCHID RODEO ANNUAL SHOW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THE ORCHID SHOW FEBRUARY 17-22, 2026 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ARE: 

 

 SET UP THE SHOW: TUESDAY, 2/17/26: 9:00AM-12:30PM 

 

 DIRECT VENDORS & MEMBERS REGISTERING ORCHIDS: WEDNESDAY, 2/18/26: 8AM -12:00PM; 12PM - 5:00 PM 

 

 HOSTS AND HOSTESSES IN KAPNICK HALL: FRIDAY, 2/20/26; SATURDAY, 2/21/26; SUNDAY, 2/22/26 

 

 HOSTS AND HOSTESSES IN THE ORCHID CAFE: FRIDAY 2/20/26, SATURDAY 2/21/26, SUNDAY 2/22/26 

 

 MEMBERSHIP TABLES: FRIDAY, 2/20/26; SATURDAY, 2/21/26, SUNDAY, 2/22/26 

 

 DISMANTLE THE SHOW: SUNDAY, 2/22/26: 5PM 

 

SHIFTS ARE IN 3 HOUR INCREMENTS: 8-11AM, 11-2PM and 2-5PM EACH DAY FOR HOSTS/HOSTESSES IN 

KAPNICK HALL & THE ORCHID CAFE OR THE MEMBERSHIP TABLES 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE SHOW WILL BE OPEN UNTIL 8 PM ON FRIDAY-SHIFT 5-8PM 
 

SIGN-UP SHEETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE JANUARY MEETING OR YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT MARIE HARRIS 
 

MHarris@naplesproperties.com or 239-877-1717 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN MAKING THIS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SHOW 
 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-December-4-2025.pdf
mailto:MHarris@naplesproperties.com
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JANUARY 8, 2026 PROGRAM 

“Are You Ready For The Orchid Show?” 

Do you want to enter the annual Show but don’t know how to get started? Have you entered but 

felt there was something different you should be doing. Perhaps you just want to learn more to 
create for your personal home enjoyment. This is the program for you. 

 
Come learn tips and tricks for getting your plants show ready and creating cut flower arrangements 
and container displays sure to impress the judges, show attendees and your fellow members. 

RAE JEAN WALKER 

Rae Jean will demonstrate getting your plants ready for prime time showing. Transform your 
beautiful blooming orchid plants into standouts to capture the hearts of our judges and dazzle the 
viewing public and fellow members. These same tips apply to our monthly plant competition as well 

as to the general care of your plants to enjoy at home. 

KAREN DAVENPORT 

Karen will dazzle you highlighting how to create small and large container arrangements with orchid 
plants. Watch as she seemingly waves a magic wand and assembles containers in an artful and 

enticing way, sure to be winners in everyone’s eye.   

ELAINE GATES 

Elaine is an expert in transforming stunning orchid blooms and spikes into knockout cut flower 
displays. These can be as simple as a single incredible flower or assembling multiple blooms.  Elaine 

will show you how easy this can be.  You will learn how to create great eye candy for the judges 
and impress attendees! 

 

ORCHID SHOW GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS 

Guidelines have been updated and simplified. Here is your chance to ask questions of our 
presenters. 

 

NOW YOU CAN DO IT TOO!  COME LEARN AND ENJOY THE FUN! 

                                                   

NOTE: There will be no orchid doctor. 
Plant registration will be from 6:00 p.m. to 6:40 p.m. 

Voting: 6:40 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Program starts at promptly at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                                             

 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE MEETING ON JANUARY 8th                                                                                    
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

Please mark your calendar so you don’t miss any 

of these excellent programs. 

 √ Thursday, January 8 - TOPIC: “Are You Ready   

for the Orchid Show?” Our very own members will share 

their tips and tricks. Rae Jean Walker:  Best practices for 

preparing your blooming orchids for showing. Elaine 

Gates:  Creating cut flower exhibits, simple or complex. Karen 

Davenport:  Creating small or large container displays.   

 √ Thursday, February 5 – SPEAKER: Alex 

Rodriquez, American Orchid Society Judge     

√ Thursday, March 5 – SPEAKER: Thomas Bajza, 

Tarzane Orchids, “Giant World of Miniature Orchids     

√ Thursday, April 9 – SPEAKER: Rafael Romero, 

Plantio La Orquidea, “Brassavola Hybrids”           
 

More exciting programs and details to follow. 
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Board of Directors Meeting for January 2026 
Next Meeting Date: January 6, 2026 

All Current Members are Welcome 

Time: 6:00 pm 

Forest Glen Golf and Country Club 

3855 Forest Glen Blvd 

Naples, FL 34114 (at the Clubhouse) 
 

   This meeting will be held at Forest Glen Golf and Country Club and requires gate notification. 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting, please contact Rae Jean Walker 815-791-2140 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER                                                                  

Our total NOS membership is currently at 320 members. Please welcome Lynn 

Wronkowski, Nancy Pace, Mercy Abrams, Mia Cabrera, Naneve Hawke, Paxon 

Roan, Susan Hogan and June Prophet as our newest members. 

Seasoned members of NOS, please welcome our new members. Invite them to 

sit with you at the upcoming January 8th meeting. 

OUR NOS MEMBERSHIP CONTACTS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

Arlene Cluff, Co-Membership Chair Email: arlenecluff45@gmail.com Phone: 239-641-9316 

Debbie Goldman, Co-Membership Chair Email: lax18@msn.com Phone: 410-596-3869 

 
 

 

 

GET YOUR NOS SHIRTS & HATS! 

 
 

We will be offering our NOS shirts & hats at our upcoming meetings.  

Sizes for ladies’ shirts are S, M, L & men’s are available S, M, L & XL. 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:arlenecluff45@gmail.com
mailto:lax18@msn.com
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AOS CORNER 
 

From your AOS Representative Kris Morton 

 
I have quite a few Dendrobiums in my collection but I think my favorites are the Latourias.  I found 
a latouria spectabile as a ‘bag baby’ from Better Grow at Home Depot years ago.  (Bag babies are a 

great & economical way to expand your orchid collection.  Check it out in your local garden section 
next time you are there.)  Some NOS members who attended our Holiday potluck dinner were lucky 

to receive a Dendrobium spectabile. See the great article in the December 2025 AOS Magazine on 
Latouria Dendrobium. 
  

Did you know that anyone could order orchid literature from www.aos.org? In addition, if you are a 
member you get discounts.  

 
The Naples Orchid Society is a member of the AOS Affiliated Societies Committee, 
affiliated_societies@aos.org.  AOS would like to know what you are doing. Help them help everyone 

by sending in your great ideas, recurring problems &/or blunders.  We all need that little inspiration 
in our orchid journey. 

 
If you have not already joined AOS, please do, as it is a wealth of information.  

You will not be sorry.  www.aos.org. 
 

 
 
 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS 

 
 

 

You can learn about Orchid Conservation Alliance Information regarding OCA Orchids in 

the Wild Eco tours for 2025 at: http://orchidconservationalliance.org 

 

 

  

AOS WEBINARS 

 
If you are a member of AOS, you may Choose your topic from RECORDED 
WEBINARS.  Hobbyists, expert growers, AOS judges, conservationists & more.  

Check out the timeless collection of recoded webinars on the AOS website:  
 http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
 

We digitize the webinars & they are available to view at your leisure.  
GREENHOUSE CHAT .Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing. 

Topics:  Species & Hybrids, Pests & Diseases, Culture, Judging, Greenhouse Chats 
& more. 

 
 

 

YOUR AOS REP 

Kris Morton 

kwmehm@comcast.net 

http://www.aos.org/
http://www.aos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS
http://orchidconservationalliance.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR AREA 
 

January 9-11, 2026:  Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Society’s “Orchid Magic,” Chas. F. Dodge City 
Center, 601 Center Way, Pembroke Pines, FL; Contact:  Luanne Betz, 954-341-2874; 

luannebetz@gmail.com.  
 

January 10-11, 2026:  Sarasota Orchid Society Show & Sale, Sarasota Municipal Auditorium, 
801 N Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL; Contact:  Dennis Barth, 941-374-8304; 

dennisbarth@gmail.com.  
 

January 8-March 12, 2026, Thursday mornings:  The UF/IFAS Extension Collier Master 

Gardener Educational Workshop Series, Collier South Regional Library, 8065 Lely Cultural 
Parkway, Naples, FL.  Pay at door, cash or check or sign up on Eventbrite @ 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-naples-garden-workshop-serieAps-tickets-
1968658363159.  See Eventbrite link for speakers. 
NOTE:  On February 26, 2026, NOS member Rae Jean Walker will be demonstrating “How 

to Mount Orchids”. 

 
January 16-18, 2026:  Tamiami International Orchid Festival.  Miami - Dade Fair Expo Center, 

10901 SW 24th St, Miami, FL.  Info:  http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com.  
 

January 23-25, 2026:  Apopka International Winter Orchid Festival, Krull-Smith Nursery, 
2800 W Ponkan Rd, Apopka, FL  Info:  orchids@krullsmith.com.  

 

Visit your local Orchid Shows... Don’t know where they are? Visit AOS.org Event 
Calendar at:  https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar 
 
The West Palm Beach Judging Center of The American Orchid Society meets every 4th 
Saturday (with 3rd Saturdays in November & December) at Flamingo Gardens Botanical 

Gardens & Wildlife Sanctuary, 3750 S Flamingo Rd, Davie, FL  33330.  Education session 
starts at 12:30 PM with judging beginning at 2 PM.  (See Explore WPBJC for more 

information.) 
 

 

 
 

TASKS FOR JANUARY 
 

From Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month by Martin Motes, PhD 

 Water judiciously, only early in the day. 
 Run plants on the dry side to preserve the possibility of using water for cold protection. 

 Check irrigation system in anticipation of cold. 
 Flush excess fertilizer salts from cattleyas and other sympodials. 

 Spray for mites, then, spray again in 7-10 days. 
 

 
For more Martin Motes Monthly Orchid Advice click on this link to subscribe to the 

monthly newsletter.  Florida Orchid Growing, Monthly Advice, Dr. Martin Motes 
 

 

mailto:luannebetz@gmail.com
mailto:dennisbarth@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-naples-garden-workshop-serieAps-tickets-1968658363159
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-naples-garden-workshop-serieAps-tickets-1968658363159
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/
mailto:orchids@krullsmith.com
https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar
https://staugorchidsociety.org/culture-monthly-motes.htm


NOS Newsletter for January 2026 
Page 11 of 12 

 

 

 

 

Bredren Add.jpg
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOS SHOW SPONSORS & VENDORS 
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

Bulbophyllum Jim Clarkson  

 

Bulbophyllum putidum    

Ctt. Big Time #2     

 Bc. Bredren’s Calypso ‘RAD’s Fav’        

 

Do you have a blooming orchid in your collection? Please send 

us your orchid photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to:  bcastlts@comcast.net 

 

 

Den. Tuesday Delight 

 

 C. White Reception    

What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 

Rby. Copper Queen 

 Vanda Storm Surge 

‘Bayshore’ Ett. Volcano Trick     

mailto:bcastlts@comcast.net

