
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 2025 
NEWSLETTER 

 

NOS Events 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Cover Worthy! 
 

 

 

Next Board of Directors Meeting  
Date: March 11, 2025   6:00 p.m. 

See page 5 for details 
All Current Members are Welcome to Attend 

Karen Davenport 

Bc. Golf Green ‘Hair Pig’ 

The Naples Orchid Society is a non-profit organization, devoted to the promotion of, interest in, and the appreciation of orchids and 
the preservation of our native orchids.  It is also our aim to disseminate information pertaining to their culture and hybridization.   

 

NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY      P.O. Box 7998     Naples FL    34101      
 www.NaplesOrchidSociety.org 

 

 

ALSO PLEASE CHECKOUT OUR NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President:  Richard Davenport 
davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors: Bob Castonguay, Karen Davenport, Marie Harris, Kris Morton and Marilyn Moser 

Submit articles for the Newsletter by the 15th of each month to NOSNews@Naplesorchidsociety.org 

Next Monthly Meeting 
Thursday March 6, 2025 

Moorings Presbyterian Church - Moss Hall 
 

 

Plant Registration: 6:00 – 6:45 pm                      
Plant Voting:   6:45 – 7:05 pm 
Program Starts:   7:10 pm 
 

            Orchid Doctor starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Rae Jean Walker. Topic - “Orchid Q & A”. 

Please note: When attending Orchid Doctor 

sessions, and bringing a plant, which may be 

diseased or have insect infestations that you 

want to discuss, please place a sample in a 

sealed Ziploc bag to bring to the meeting. 
 

 

          Featured Presenter – John Finer  

          Topic -”Orchid Physiology” 
 

                See Write-up on Page 3 

 
 

Use the QR code above using your mobil phone camera to check out our Naples Orchid Society website! 

http://www.naplesorchidsociety.org/
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President’s Letter 
March 2025 
Richard Davenport 

President, Naples Orchid Society, Inc. 
Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 
 
 

Greetings to all orchid lovers! 

 
March 1, 2025, is the first day of our annual Dr. Richard Pippen Orchid Culture Class Series, 

six weeks of exciting Saturday morning classes designed expressly for both orchid “Newbies” 
and more experienced hobbyists who want to discover the latest tips and tricks for general 

culture or insights into how to succeed with some of the more specialized genera.  On the 

other hand, just maybe, they want 4 new orchid plants (FREE! to all class students) to add to 
their growing collections.  Either way, all are welcome, but seating is limited, so sign up today 
on our NOS website. 

Many member volunteers are exhausted from the recent “Orchids in the Garden” show.  Please 
accept a hearty “Well Done!” heard from first time visitors and orchid enthusiasts alike.  NOS 

staged a full orchid show with myriad individual plants, table displays, container displays, cut 
flower arrangements, educational exhibits, and commercial vendor table displays showing 

everyone how the pros manage the complexities of large displays so well.  With a reputation 
built on more than fifty years of AOS judged shows and well-placed advertisements in Orchids 
magazine, we attract both local folks and out-of-town visitors who are Bonafide orchid nuts. 

We would like to announce an additional new NOS Sponsor:  

Sundance Orchids and Bromeliads in South Fort Myers, the closest full-service orchid and 
supply store to Naples.  Experienced and friendly staff with fair prices.   

Do not be left behind! Individuals may also become NOS Sponsors, either anonymously or by 

name.  Donations of all sizes are encouraged.  Nothing will be wasted. Just ask me or any NOS 
director or officer for details. 

To continue on that underlying topic, money, some readers may not be aware that they can 
contribute pre-tax dollars to NOS and other 501(c) (3) charitable organizations by directing 

their 401(k) custodian to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution to NOS directly from their 
401(k) account.  This distribution counts toward any Required Minimum Distribution amounts 

for the year it is made. In a similar vein of thought, members may want to make bequests to 
NOS as part of their estate planning.  In either case, such contributions may be restricted to 

use for orchid education, research, conservation and preservation projects.  No restricted funds 
will be spent on overhead, salaries, fund raising expenses, or fancy cars.  All such monies will 

go directly where needed. In addition, as the donor, you will always have the option to remain 
anonymous if you prefer. 

Richard Davenport 

President 

 

mailto:Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com
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LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES 
February 6, 2025 

Please access this link for more details: 
 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-February-6-2025.pdf 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

MONTHLY MEETING SET UP AND TAKE DOWN 

Help arrange  tables, set up orchid display racks, set up the plant registration table and 

materials at the various stations, set up the membership table and doing it all in reverse 
at the end of the meeting. 

2 volunteers are needed for each of these membership meetings: 

 April 3rd, May 8th and June 5, 2025 

Please indicate which meeting you are volunteering to help at.                                     

Start Time:  4:30 – Dinner Will Be Available 

Thank you for pitching in! 
 

Contact Marie Harris to volunteer. Text or call:  239-877-1717 Email:  mharris@naplesproperties.com 

FEATURED SPEAKER – John Finer  
 

   

 

John Finer is an Emeritus Professor in the Department of Horticulture and 

Crop Science at The Ohio State University and Courtesy Researcher in The 

Water School at Florida Gulf Coast University. He is currently serving on 

the Education Committee and Research Committee of the American Orchid 

Society and is an Education Director with the Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance. 

After retiring to Naples, FL in June 2021, John has focused on propagating 

and reintroducing native orchids into local Florida communities and making 

novel new orchid hybrids, which will be available soon from select orchid 

growers around the US. So far, John has 36 new registered orchid hybrids 

with many more on the way! For his presentation, he will talk about 

“Orchid Physiology” and explain all of the various ways that orchids are so  

 
different from other plants. Hopefully, understanding some of the basics of orchid physiology will allow 

us all to become better orchid growers. Since retiring, John started a YouTube channel where he is “The 

Plant Propagator” and a new business called “The Orchid Propagator”, where he grows and sells his new 

orchid hybrids. 

 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-February-6-2025.pdf
mailto:mharris@naplesproperties.com
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EDUCATION OUTREACH CORNER      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER                                                                  

Our membership as of February 18, 2025 is 211 members. Please be sure to welcome Patricia Ream, 

Rosalie Tischler, Jacki & Elijah Spurlin, Chris Burns, John Finer, Tamara Melton, Jimmy Cravens, Carol 

Jean Marchese, Drucie Beloff and Diana Oczkowski. 

Membership renewals continue to come in! As of January 1, 2025, Membership Dues have increased. 

Individual: $45 and Joint: $70 please contact Arlene or Debbie if you have not renewed this year.  
OUR NOS MEMBERSHIP CONTACTS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

Arlene Cluff, Co-Membership Chair Email: arlenecluff45@gmail.com Phone: 239-641-9316 

Debbie Goldman, Co-Membership Chair Email: lax18@msn.com Phone: 410-596-3869 

 
 

 

 As part of the NOS Education Outreach Program, Rae Jean Walker spoke to 

members of the High Point Country Club.  She brought along some orchids 

and answered questions people had about them, how the various types 

were different, and how to care for orchids mounted in trees.  She also 

offered suggestions on fertilizing and watering techniques, and promoted 

our upcoming show and sale.   

Rae Jean is an experienced orchid grower and NOS board member.  She 

has 200+ orchids in her pool cage and has mounted hundreds in the trees 

around her community.  

 

STARTING SOON REGISTER NOW! 

For the “DR. RICHARD PIPPEN ORCHID CULTURE CLASS SERIES 

“ORCHID UNIVERSITY 101” 

Do not miss our annual orchid culture class - a series of lectures, demonstrations, and hands-on learning all about 

orchids.  It is named in honor of our President Emeritus, Dr. Richard Pippin, distinguished botany professor, friend, 

mentor, and all-around orchid enthusiast, who started the culture class series and wrote the initial editions of the 

primary class text. 

There will be six class sessions:  March 1, 8, 22, 29, and April 5 and 12. 

Location: Moorings Presbyterian Church, 791 Harbour Drive, Naples, Florida, in Moss Hall, the same location as 

our monthly member meeting.  Classes start promptly at 9:30 and end around 12:30. 

NOS 2025 member tuition is $129.00 (non-member $159.00) 

  Tuition includes a Naples Orchid Society orchid culture handbook and four orchid plants. 

You can register at naplesorchidsociety.org/culture-class/ 

 

mailto:arlenecluff45@gmail.com
mailto:lax18@msn.com
http://naplesorchidsociety.org/culture-class/
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 Board of Directors Meeting for March 2025 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday March 11, 2025 

All Current Members are Welcome 
Time: 6:00 pm 

Forest Glen Golf and Country Club 
3855 Forest Glen Blvd 

Naples, FL 34114 (at the Clubhouse) 
 

This meeting will be held at Forest Glen Golf and Country Club and requires gate notification. 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting, please contact Rae Jean Walker 815-791-2140. 

GET YOUR NOS SHIRTS & HATS! 
 

 
 

We will be offering our new NOS shirts & hats (with the NEW logo) at 
our upcoming meetings.  Sizes for ladies shirts are S, M, L & men’s are 

available S, M, L & XL.  Special orders are accepted. 

 
Shirts are $30 and Hats are $20. 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY FOOD ORGANIZERS 
 

JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING FOOD ORGANIZERS - Thank you to all 

our members who brought a great variety of food goods to our January meeting 
including Donna Bliznak, Marie Harris, Karen Davenport, Robin Demattia, Rae Jean 

Walker, Arlene Cluff, Val Rooney, Karolyn Hall, Tamara Allan, Brenda Brown, Mary 
Lane, Leah Ray and Nancy Torricella. 

 
FEBRUARY MONTHLY MEETING FOOD ORGANIZERS -  Thank you to all 

our members who brought a large variety of food goods to our February meeting 

including Rae Jean Walker, Arlene Cluff, Karen Davenport, Mary Southall, Kathryn 
Romine, Donna Bliznak, Mary Lane, Marilyn Moser, Diane Mieras, Ann Marie Fox, Leah 

Ray, Marija Rosenfeld, Elisabeth Murphy and Karen McLean. 
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At the February meeting, our incredible member panel passed along their show 
secrets.  Attendees learned the panel’s experiences and best practices used to achieve great 

success.  They shared their knowledge with the attendee regarding what you need to know. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snapshots 
From our 

February 2024 
Meeting 

 

 

Our expert panel included: (Left to Right) Richard 
Davenport, Terre Moore, John Ervin and Jim Longwell. 

Rae Jean Walker led the Orchid Doctor discussions during the meeting startup activities. 
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YOUR AOS REP 
Kris Morton 

kwmehm@comcast.net 

AOS CORNER 
From your AOS Representative Kris Morton 

 

The Q & A compiled by Larry Sexton each month from the webinars will be found on pgs. 90-91 & 
discuss Mites, Phalaenopsis Problems, Another Leaf Problem & Bacterial Leaf Spot.   

 
SAVE THE DATE!       

   2025 AOS Spring Members Meeting  
April 9th - 12th, 2025-Annapolis, MD 

 

 

AOS WEBINARS 

 
Choose your topic from RECORDED WEBINARS.  Hobbyists, expert growers, AOS judges, 
conservationists & more.  Check out the timeless collection of recoded webinars on the AOS website:  

 http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
 

 We digitize the webinars & they are available to view at your leisure.  GREENHOUSE CHAT .Webinars 
are indexed by topic for future viewing. 
Topics:  Species & Hybrids, Pests & Diseases, Culture, Judging, Greenhouse Chats & more. 
 

 

Orchid Conservation Alliance information may be found about OCA Orchids in the Wild Eco tours for 

2025.  Info:  http://orchidconservationalliance.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Continuing thru - March 9, 2025, Thursday mornings at 10 AM (Garden tour will be March 20, 2025, 

Series ticket holders only):  The UF/IFAS Extension Collier County Master Gardener Volunteers 
presents the 2025 Educational Garden Workshop Series, Collier South Regional Library, 8065 Lely 

Cultural Parkway, Naples, FL.  More information:  https://sfly.ifas.ufl.edu/collier/ 
 
March 1-2, 2025:  Tampa Bay Orchid Society 2025 Show, Sons of Italy Hall, 3315 W Lemon ST, 

Tampa, FL; Contact:  Frances P Roberts, 813-597-8322; fafie328@aol.com. 
 

March 21-23, 2025:  Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance’s “Rockin’ and Rollin’ with Orchids,” North Collier 
Regional Park (Exhibition Hall,) 15000 Livingston Rd, Naples, FL; Contact:  Elaine Gates, 239,269-
6389; napleselaine@gmail.com.  
 
Visit your local Orchid Shows... Visit AOS.org Event Calendar at:  https://www.aos.org/community-
events/events-calendar 

The West Palm Beach Judging Center of The American Orchid Society meets every 4th Saturday (with 
3rd Saturdays in November & December) at Flamingo Gardens Botanical Gardens & Wildlife Sanctuary, 

3750 S Flamingo “s., Davie, FL  33330.  Education session starts at 12:30 PM with judging beginning 
at 2 PM.  (See Explore WPBJC for more information.) 

 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
http://orchidconservationalliance.org/
https://sfly.ifas.ufl.edu/collier/
mailto:fafie328@aol.com
mailto:napleselaine@gmail.com
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TASKS FOR MARCH 

From Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month by Martin Motes, PhD 

 Watch out for mites. 

 Spray for Thrips. 
 Repot genera emerging from dormancy:  catasetums, calanthes, and soft cane 

dendrobiums. 
 Continue general re-potting of cattleyas, oncidiums, and hard cane 

dendrobiums, etc. 
 Make top cutting of teretes, semi-teretes and reed stem epidendrums. 

 Move landscape plants gradually to brighter light. 
 Apply time-release fertilizer. 

 
 For Martin Motes “Progress of the Season” monthly orchid newsletter click 

on link & Ctrl, then on subscribe…https://www.redlandpress.com 

 
 

https://www.redlandpress.com/
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NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY SPONSORS 
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 
C. Hawaiian Prominence                       

Karen Davenport     

 

 

Gigantea cartoon                        

Karen Davenport          

C. trianee X C. loddigessii    

Stuart Rubin   

Dick Pippen Lemon Yum Yum     

Stuart Rubin   

Do you have a blooming orchid in your 

collection? Please send us your orchid 

photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to:  bcastlts@comcast.net 

 
C. guatemalensis       

Karen Davenport 

 

Gigantea alba                    

Karen Davenport 

What is Blooming in My Collection? 

 
Stenocoryne aureofulva                  

Marilyn Moser 

 
Bulbophyllum grandiflorium          

Stuart Rubin   

Rhyncholaelia glauca                     

Marilyn Moser 

mailto:bcastlts@comcast.net
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Large Cattleyas       

First Place: Blc. Sanyung Ruby 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar     

Second Place:  Rlc. Liou Hope      

Owner: Karen Davenport 

Third Place: C. Taiwan Beauty 

Owner: Kathryn Romine 

         

Small Cattleyas                           

First Place: Blc. Momiliana Rainbow     

Owner: Diane Ervin       

Second Place: Blc. Lily Marie Almas     

Owner: Kathryn Romine    

Third Place: Rth. Young Min Satisfaction 

Owner: Kathryn Romine    

         

Large Vandas       

First Place: V. Yano Blue ‘Ploenpit’     

Owner: Mary Lane      

Second Place: V. Junior Scott 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

Third Place: V. Brighton Jade    

Owner: Mary Lane      

   

Small Phalaenopsis 

First Place: I-Hsin Twights Angel 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

 

Dendrobiums 

First Place: Den. Royal Wings    

Owner: Mary Lane 

Second Place: Den. Green Flash 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

Third Place: Den. Bill Takematsu 

Owner: Stuart Rubin 

 

Large Phalaenopsis 

First Place: Phal. Miki Big Red 

Owner: Lea Leonard  

 

Small Vandas 

First Place: V. Pine Rivers x Aer lawrencea 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

Second Place: V. luzonica x Mimi Palmer  

Owner: Diane Ervin 

Third Place: Neo falcata x V teres alba 

Owner: Karen Davenport  

  

Large Species 

First Place:  C. loddigessii 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

 

Medium Species 

First Place: Rhyn. gigantea 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

Second Place: V. lamellata 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

Third Place: Rhyn. gigantea cartoon 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

Small Species 

First Place: Den. johanis var. blue 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

Second Place: Haraellia adorata 

Owner: Mary Lane 

Third Place: Epi. calanthum ‘Perry’s Patience’ 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 

 

Oncidium Alliance 

First Place: Onc. Hula Halau ‘Volcano Splendor’ 

Owner: Stuart Rubin 

 

Slipper 

First Place: Paph. Ingine 

Owner: David Orr 

 

Other Tribes 

First Place: Bulbo cercanthum x multiflorum 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

Orphan 

First Place: Cattleya 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

Second Place: Oncidium 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 

Third Place: Cattleya 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

 

Best Hybrid Gold Ribbon 

Plant Name: Angraecum Crestview ‘Tomorrow’s Star’ 

Owner: Diane Mieras 

 

Best Species Gold Ribbon 

Plant Name: Epi. calanthum 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 

 

Green Tag Plant 

Ctt. Spring Fires x Trick or Treat 

Winner: Karen Davenport  

 

 

  

 

Naples Orchid Society 
Monthly Plant Table 

Results 

February 6, 2025 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Moser  
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BEST HYBRID 
Plant Name: Angraecum Crestview ‘Tomorrow Star’ 

Owner: Diane Mieras 

Photos on this page by Sue Roehl, Webmaster 

Representativemaster 

BEST SPECIES 
First Place: Epi. calanthum 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 
 

Gold Ribbon Winners 
February 6, 2025 
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 DENDROBIUM 
First Place: Den. Royal Wings                 

Owner: Mary Lane 

Blue Ribbon Winners 
February 6, 2025 

LARGE CATTLEYA 
First Place: Blc. Sanyung Ruby 

 Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Marilyn Moser 

 

LARGE VANDA 
First Place: V. Yano Blue ‘Ploenpit’                          

Owner: Mary Lane 

 
SMALL CATTLEYA 

First Place: Blc. Momiliana Rainbow                

Owner: Diane Ervin 

SMALL PHALAENOPSIS  
First Place: I-Hsin Twights Angel                 

Owner: Diane Ervin 
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MEDIUM SPECIES 
First Place: Rhyn. gigantea                      

Owner: Jim Longwell 
 

 

LARGE SPECIES 
First Place: C. loddigessii 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

 

LARGE PHALAENOPSIS 
First Place: Phal. Miki Big Red 

Owner: Lea Leonard 

 
SMALL VANDA 

First Place: V. Pine Rivers x Aer lawrencea 

Owner: Jim Longwell 
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ORPHANS 
First Place: Cattleya 

Owner: Diane Ervin 

 

SMALL SPECIES 
First Place: Den. johanis var. blue                    

Owner: Jim Longwell 

 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE 
First Place: Onc. Hula Halau ‘Volcano Splendor’ 

Owner: Stuart Rubin 

 

OTHER TRIBES 
First Place: Bulbo cercanthum x multiflorum                              

Owner: Karen Davenport 

 

SLIPPER ORCHIDS 
First Place: Paph. Ingine 

Owner: David Orr 


