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Cover Worthy! 
 

 

 

Next Board of Directors Meeting  
Date: May 20, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

See page 5 for details 
All Current Members are Welcome to Attend 

Marilyn Moser 

Rhyncholaelia glauca 

The Naples Orchid Society is a non-profit organization, devoted to the promotion of, interest in, and the appreciation of orchids and 
the preservation of our native orchids.  It is also our aim to disseminate information pertaining to their culture and hybridization. 

 

NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY      P.O. Box 7998     Naples FL    34101 
www.NaplesOrchidSociety.org 

 

 

   ALSO PLEASE CHECKOUT OUR NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President:  Richard Davenport 
davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors: Bob Castonguay, Karen Davenport, Marie Harris, Kris Morton and Marilyn Moser 

Submit articles for the Newsletter by the 15th of each month to NOSNews@Naplesorchidsociety.org 

Next Monthly Meeting 
Thursday May 1, 2025 

Moorings Presbyterian Church - Moss Hall 
 

 

Plant Registration: 6:00 – 6:45 pm                      

Plant Voting:   6:45 – 7:05 pm 
Program Starts:   7:10 pm 
 

            Orchid Doctor starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Carolyn Booker & Linda Van Blerkom.           

Topic - “Orchid Q & A”. 

Please note: When attending Orchid Doctor 

sessions, and bringing a plant, which may be 

diseased or have insect infestations that you want 

to discuss, please place a sample in a sealed Ziploc 

bag to bring to the meeting. 
 

 

 

Featured Presenter – Mac Rivenbark           

Topic -”Orchids That Grow in Florida and 

How They Grow Their Best”                                       

See page 3 for details 

 
 

Use the QR code above using your mobil phone camera to check out our Naples Orchid Society website! 

http://www.naplesorchidsociety.org/
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President’s Letter 
May 2025 
Richard Davenport 
President, Naples Orchid Society, Inc. 
Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com 

Greetings to all Orchid lovers!  

Yesterday, Karen and I took several of our orchids over to the AOS West Palm Beach Judging 
Center located in Davie. Florida, within Flamingo Gardens, a sixty-acre tropical garden with huge 
trees, lots of tropical plants (including orchids in many trees) and a beautiful, but very noisy, large 
flock of peafowl. Mommy peahen and daddy peacock make a real racket when calling each other 
with a sound resembling a human baby in distress.  To confound matters, the Flamingo Gardens 
Orchid Society was holding their annual orchid show and sale concurrently.  

AOS sponsors the regional judging centers.  They are found from Hawaii to Boston, Vancouver to 
Puerto Rico and many places in between, such as Davie, Florida, almost due east from Naples, 
about an hour and twenty minutes or so easy drive on a toll portion of I-75, formerly known as 
State Road 84 or “Alligator Alley”. The story of how the WPBJC moved to central Broward County 
will have to wait for another day. The focus for today is the AOS Judging Center system. 

Why should NOS hobbyist orchid growers care about the AOS judging system?  As NOS members, 
we support WPBJC and its all-volunteer staff because: 

 They are a dependable source of both technical support (judging procedures and orchid 
taxonomy) and practical tips and tricks about how to grow orchids in sub-tropical areas like 
Naples. 

 They provide accredited judges and an established system for developing and training new 
judges, all at no    expense or obligation to local orchid societies. 

 AOS judges are acknowledged around the world and are frequently invited to judge shows and 
exhibits in South America, Europe, Asia, the Caribbean, and Australia. 

 AOS judges also evaluate entries from commercial growers, including the desirability of entire 
groups of new hybrids.  

Being related and overseen by the AOS, how do the 
regional judging centers survive? They rely on 

contributions, grants and local fund-raising activities.  
WPBJC is offering an auction of largely specimen plants 
from the collections of individual judges and those plants 

contributed by individuals.  Last year, the total number 
of bidders was around 35 or so.  Needless to say, some 

real bargains went to the successful bidders.  Please refer 
to the copy of the auction flyer on the left and consider a 

sally across the alley Saturday, May 10th at Flamingo 
Gardens.  It may well be very much to your delight!  

To finish, Karen received two AOS Awards of Merit for her two entries.  We are very happy. In 

addition, we are going to go to the auction in May.  Hope to see many of our fellow NOS members 

there!                                                                                                                                          

Richard Davenport – President 

 

mailto:Davenport.richardalan@gmail.com


NOS Newsletter for May 2025 
Page 3 of 15 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES 
April 3, 2025 

Please access this link for more details: 
naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-April-3-2025.pdf 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

MONTHLY MEETING SET UP AND TAKE DOWN 

Help arrange  tables, set up orchid display racks, set up the plant registration table and 
materials at the various stations, set up the membership table and do it all in reverse 
at the end of the meeting. 

2 volunteers are needed for each of these membership meetings: 

 May 1st, June 5 th and July 3, 2025 

Please indicate which meeting you are volunteering to help at.                                     

Start Time:  4:30 – Dinner Will Be Available 

Thank you for pitching in! 
 

Contact Marie Harris to volunteer. Text or call:  239-877-1717 Email:  mharris@naplesproperties.com 

FEATURED PRESENTER – Mac Rivenbark 

 

 

        

Our May presenter will discuss” Orchids That Grow in Florida and How They Grow 
Their Best”. Mac and his Filipina wife Helen started an orchid business over 20 years 
ago after many fascinating trips to the Philippines.  With extensive study Mac has 

become an expert in Philippine and other Asian orchid species, has grown, and bloomed 
over 300 different types.  

Mac has served our country in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He was the past president of the 

Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society and enjoys giving lectures and educating others about 
orchids. Come see and hear this exciting, educational, and interesting lecture.   Mac 

says: “For this lecture I will bring and show some amazing orchid plants that grow great 
here in Florida and explain where and how I have seen them grow their best.  This 
lecture has a lot of information for both beginners and even the more experienced 
growers.  I have gathered advice and information from many large commercial orchid 

growers and from hundreds of amazing private orchid collections. I will be able to answer 
questions during this culture lecture as we all learn from one another. I will bring an 
assortment of great orchid species and hybrid plants for sale on the day of the lecture 
or visit my website if you cannot wait that long.   

Asianorchidsource.com   Macsorchids Facebook  

 

https://naplesorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/11/Monthly-Meeting-Minutes-April-3-2025.pdf
mailto:mharris@naplesproperties.com
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER                                                                  

We have 9 new members join during the March 1st - April 15th timeframe. As of April 15, 2025 our 

total membership is now 301 members. Please welcome the following new members:  Jan & Bob 

Cabana, Kathy Nash, Debra Simoff, Lorraine Buckley, Giesle Davis, Mike McKinzey, Lori Erickson and 

Debra MacDonald.  

Membership renewals continue to come in! As of January 1, 2025, Membership Dues have increased. 

Individual: $45 and Joint: $70 please contact Arlene or Debbie if you have not renewed this year.  
OUR NOS MEMBERSHIP CONTACTS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

Arlene Cluff, Co-Membership Chair Email: arlenecluff45@gmail.com Phone: 239-641-9316 

Debbie Goldman, Co-Membership Chair Email: lax18@msn.com Phone: 410-596-3869 

 
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY FOOD ORGANIZERS 
 

MARCH MONTHLY MEETING FOOD ORGANIZERS -  Thank you to all our 

members who brought a large variety of food goods to our March meeting including 

Rae Jean Walker, Arlene Cluff, Marie Harris, Donna Bliznak, Valerie Rooney, Robin 
DeMattia, Marilyn Moser, Karen Davenport, Diane Mieras, Tamara Allen, Nancy 
Castonguay, Marija Rosenfeld, Nancy Anne Graham, Geoff Britt, and Ruwini de Silva.  

  

In a beautiful example of evolution, the 

female orchid mantis resembles a flower, the 

better to lure its prey.  To learn more about 

this interesting insect, as well as watch a 

video of one in action, use this link: 

www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-

way/2016/12/13/505424928/beautiful-

huntresses-scientists-explain-why-mantises-

evolved-to-resemble-orchids 

 

 

A Mantis that has Evolved to 

Resemble an Orchid 

 

EDUCATION OUTREACH CORNER 

mailto:arlenecluff45@gmail.com
mailto:lax18@msn.com
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/13/505424928/beautiful-huntresses-scientists-explain-why-mantises-evolved-to-resemble-orchids
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/13/505424928/beautiful-huntresses-scientists-explain-why-mantises-evolved-to-resemble-orchids
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/13/505424928/beautiful-huntresses-scientists-explain-why-mantises-evolved-to-resemble-orchids
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/13/505424928/beautiful-huntresses-scientists-explain-why-mantises-evolved-to-resemble-orchids
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Board of Directors Meeting for May 2025 
Next Meeting Date: May 20, 2025 

All Current Members are Welcome 
Time: 6:00 pm 

Forest Glen Golf and Country Club 
3855 Forest Glen Blvd 

Naples, FL 34114 (at the Clubhouse) 
 

This meeting will be held at Forest Glen Golf and Country Club and requires gate notification. 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting, please contact Rae Jean Walker 815-791-2140. 

GET YOUR NOS SHIRTS & HATS! 
 

 
 

We will be offering our new NOS shirts & hats 
(with the NEW logo) at our upcoming 

meetings.  Sizes for ladies shirts are S, M, L & 

men’s are available S, M, L & XL.  Special 
orders are accepted. 

 
Shirts are $30 and Hats are $20. 
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Snapshots 
From our 
April 2025      

Meeting 
 

 

  Rae Jean Walker led the Orchid Doctor discussions 
during the meeting startup activities. 

 

 

Above, our featured speakers Jim Longwell and John Ervin demonstate and discuss with our members and guests 

the various ways of Mounting Orchids and Tips to Keep Them Spectacular. 

Some of our member Cattleya Orchids on 

display prior to members ribbon awards voting. 
 

Photos above show our members being coached on mounting their 
individual orchids provided to them by NOS during the meeting. 
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YOUR AOS REP 
Kris Morton 

kwmehm@comcast.net 

AOS CORNER 
From your AOS Representative Kris Morton 

 

The April issue of “Orchids” magazine has a great article from Sue Bottom 
(SAOS) about BUYING SEEDLING ORCHIDS.  You will find the article on pgs. 
257-259 under For the Novice.  Learn what to look for along with questions for 
the grower.  She discusses mericloning, meristematic tissue cultures, seedlings 
(propagated by seed,) sib cross, primary & complex hybrids & additional great 
information. 
 

The Q & A compiled by Larry Sexton each month from the webinars will be 
found on pgs. 252-253 in the April issue of “Orchids” issue. IMPORTED PLANTS 

& their initial care is great information for any orchid grower purchasing new 
plants.  TO STAKE OR NOT TO STAKE, SNACK TIME & STRESSED PLANTS round 
out the Q & A. 

 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Here is where Orchid Conservation Alliance information can be found regarding OCA Orchids in the 

Wild Eco tours for 2025.  Info:  http://orchidconservationalliance.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AOS WEBINARS 
 

Choose your topic from RECORDED WEBINARS.  Hobbyists, expert growers, AOS 
judges, conservationists & more.  Check out the timeless collection of recoded 

webinars on the AOS website:  

 http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
 

 We digitize the webinars & they are available to view at your leisure.  GREENHOUSE 
CHAT .Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing. 

Topics:  Species & Hybrids, Pests & Diseases, Culture, Judging, Greenhouse Chats 
& more. 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS
http://orchidconservationalliance.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May 3-4, 2025:  Miami Beach Orchid Society’s “Orchids and Arts 

Festival,” Miami Beach Botanical Garden, 2000 Convention Ctr. Drive, 

Miami Beach, FL; Contact:  Dr. Juraj Kojs, 434-284-2985; 

kojs@miami.edu. 

 
Visit your local Orchid Shows... Visit AOS.org Event Calendar at:  
https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar 
 

The West Palm Beach Judging Center of The American Orchid Society 

meets every 4th Saturday (with 3rd Saturdays in November & 

December) at Flamingo Gardens Botanical Gardens & Wildlife 

Sanctuary, 3750 S Flamingo Road, Davie, FL  33330.  Education 

session starts at 12:30 PM with judging beginning at 2 PM.  (See 

Explore WPBJC for more information.) 
 

 

TASKS FOR APRIL 

From Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month by Martin Motes, PhD 

 Space plants properly for good air circulation. 

 Trim excessive foliage on trees & shrubs. 

 Repot Phalaenopsis out of sphagnum. 

 Finish repotting of various genera. 

 Reset vandaceous plants, remove kiekies. 

 Water heavily early in the month, more guardedly later. 

 Initiate preventive spray maintenance program. 
 
 

 For Martin Motes “Progress of the Season” monthly orchid newsletter click on 
link & Ctrl, then on subscribe…https://www.redlandpress.com 

 
 

mailto:kojs@miami.edu
https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar
https://www.redlandpress.com/
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NAPLES ORCHID SOCIETY SPONSORS 
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What’s Blooming in My Collection? 

 Lc. Green Veil ‘Dressy’        

Karen Davenport     

 Eplc. Frances Dyer         

Marilyn Moser          

Den. Nobile Fredricksianum         

Nancy Castonguay 

Davenport 

 

Den. Sheng Yi Bumblebee ‘Sunny Side Up’                                                

Karen Davenport     

Do you have a blooming orchid in your 

collection? Please send us your orchid 

photo and name so we can feature it here!               

Submit to:  bcastlts@comcast.net 

 
Den. faciferum                

Marilyn Moser 

V. ampullacea                                  

Karen Davenport 

What is Blooming in My Collection? 

 Den. anosum              

Marilyn Moser 

 

Den. farmeri “alba”          

Nancy Castonguay 

Epc. Kyoguchi                     

Marilyn Moser 

mailto:bcastlts@comcast.net
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Large Cattleyas        
First Place: Pot. Hsinying Pink Doll 
Owner: Marie Harris    

Second Place: Olyrc Rio’s ‘Pink Delight’     
Owner: Diane Mieras 
Third Place: Catyclia Green Dragon 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
         
Small Cattleyas                            
First Place: Bc. North Miami     
Owner: Jim Longwell       
Second Place: Lc. Green Veil ‘Dressy’   

Owner: Karen Davenport    
Third Place: Guarechea Black Comet 
Owner: Diane Ervin    
         

Large Vandas       
First Place: V. Somsri Blue Classic    
Owner: Jim Longwell      

Second Place: V. Macarena Iglesias 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
Third Place: V. Muang Thong  
Owner: Terre Moore      
   
Dendrobiums 
First Place: Den. Sonia purple   

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 
Second Place: Den. Popper Red 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

Third Place: Den. Chanthaboon ‘Sunrise’ 
Owner: Diane Mieras 
 

Small Phalaenopsis 
First Place: Phal. Lianher Happy mini 
Owner: Karen DiBenedetto 
Second Place: Phal. Sogo Reflex 
Owner: Dianna Anderson 
Third Place: Phal. Alice Girl 
Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

 
Large Phalaenopsis 
First Place: Phal. Sugo Yukidan 
Owner: Jim Longwell 

Second Place: Phal. Cingho Diamond x Salu Poekan 
Owner: Terre Moore 
Third Place: Phal. Yushan I Cash ‘Panda’ 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Small Vandas 
First Place: V. Motes Adorbs 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
Second Place: Rhynchovanda Norma 

Owner: Jim Longwell 
Third Place: V. Motes Adorbs 
Owner: Karen Davenport    
   

 

Large Species 
First Place: Gur. skinneri var alba 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
Second Place: Den. spectabile 

Owner: Kathryn Romine 
Third Place: Enc. Prostheaca cochleata 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Medium Species 
First Place: Den. aphyllum 
Owner: Ann Marie Fox 
Second Place: Leptodes bicolor 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 
Third Place: Den. aggragatum  
Owner: Kathleen Hawryluk 
 
Small Species 
First Place: V. christensoniana 
Owner: Karen Davenport 

Second Place: Den. usitea 

Owner: Dianna Anderson 
Third Place: Trichoglottis orchidea 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
 
Oncidium Alliance 
First Place: Onc. Aka Baby 

Owner: Nancy Torricella 
Second Place: Onc. Golden Anniversary 
Owner: Kathryn Romine 
Third Place: Onc. Tolumnia Jairak Rainbow 
Owner: Karen Davenport 
 
Slipper 

First Place: Paph. Julius 
Owner: Diane Ervin 
 
Other Tribes 
First Place: Cym. Geno’s Gem  
Owner: Rae Jean Walker 

 
Orphan 
First Place: Phalaenopsis 
Owner:  Kathleen Hawryluk 
Second Place: Den.Nobile  
Owner: Bella Danaher 
Third Place: Cattleya 

Owner: Valerie Rooney 
 
Best Hybrid Gold Ribbon 
First Place: Ctln. Why Not 
Owner:  Jim Longwell 
 
Best Species Gold Ribbon 

Plant Name: Gur. skinneri var alba 
Owner:  Karen Davenport 
 
Green Tag Plant 
C. Why Not yellow 
Winner:  Kathryn Romine 
 

  

 

Naples Orchid Society 

Monthly Plant Table 
Results 

April 3, 2025 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Moser 
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BEST HYBRID 
Plant Name: Ctna. Why Not 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

 

Photos on this page by Sue Roehl, Webmaster 

Representativemaster 

BEST SPECIES 
First Place: Gur. skinneri var alba 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

Gold Ribbon Winners 
April 3, 2025 
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DENDROBIUM 

First Place: Den. Sonia purple 

Owner: Edvin Aguilar 

 

Blue Ribbon Winners 
April 3, 2025 

LARGE CATTLEYA 
First Place: Pot. Hsinying Pink Doll 

Owner: Marie Harris 

Blue Ribbon Winner Photos by Marilyn Moser 

 

LARGE VANDA 
First Place: V. Somsri Blue Classic 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

SMALL CATTLEYA 
First Place: Bc. North Miami 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

 
SMALL PHALAENOPSIS  

First Place: Phal. Lianher Happy mini 

Owner: Karen DiBenedetto 

 



NOS Newsletter for May 2025 
Page 14 of 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MEDIUM SPECIES 
First Place: Den. aphyllum 

Owner: Ann Marie Fox 
 

 

LARGE SPECIES 
First Place: Gur. skinneri var alba 

Owner: Karen Davenport 

LARGE PHALAENOPSIS 
First Place: Phal. Sugo Yukidan 

Owner: Jim Longwell 

 

 

SMALL VANDA 
First Place: V. Motes Adorbs 

Owner: Diane Ervin 
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 ORPHANS 
First Place: Phalaenopsis 

Owner:  Kathleen Hawryluk 

 

SMALL SPECIES 
First Place: V. christensoniana 

Owner: Karen Davenport 
 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE 
First Place: Onc. Aka Baby 

Owner: Nancy Torricella 
 

OTHER TRIBES 
First Place: Cym. Geno’s Gem 

Owner: Rae Jean Walker 
 

 

SLIPPER ORCHIDS 
First Place: Paph. Julius 

Owner: Diane Ervin 


